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NOTE. 

The following pages contain the more important of the papers tmb- 
mitted to the Continental Congress of 1776, and are taken from the 
edition of the Journals as printed by the Library of Congress. They 
will serve for special study of the papers, as well as supplement the 
older editions of the Journals. The papers included are the Decla- 
ration on Taking Arms, Franklin's Articles of Confederation, the 
reports on trade (Franklin, Lee, Jay, and the Committee of the Whole 
Congress), the report upon Lord North's conciliation resolution, and 
the reports on unfinished business. 

WOBTHINGTON ChAUWCEY FoBD, 

Chief of Division of Mimuacripta^ Editor. 
Herbert Putnam, 

LUraricm of Cofigresa. 



DECLARATION ON TAKING ARMS 



The Ck)mmittee appointed to draw up a Dedaration to be publiahed by General 
Washington, upon his arrival at the Oamp before Boston, reported a draft on June 
24th, which occasioned long and warm debate, and was finally re-committed. No 
copy of this first draft said, by Jefferson, to have been drawn by John Rntledge, is 
known to exist Dickinson had taken a distinguished part in this debate, and with 
Jefferson was added to the Ck)mmittee. Jefferson was desired to prepare a draft, but 
the result was not satis&u;tory either to Dickinson or to William Livingston. The 
former criticised it for its harshness, and the latter for its ''much fault-finding and 
declamation, with little sense or dignity. They seem to think a reiteration of tyranny, 
despotism, bloody, Ac all that is needed to unite us at home and convince the bribed 
voters of North of the justice of our cause.'' (Letter to Lard Stirling^ July 4, 1775. ) 
Jefferson's own account was: ''It was too strong for Mr. Dickinson. He still retained 
the hope of reconciliation with the mother country, and was unwilling it should be 
lessened by offensive statements. He was so honest a man, and so able a one, that 
he was greatly indulged even by those who could not feel his scruples. We there- 
fore requested him to take the paper, and put it into a form he could approve. He 
did so, preparing an entire new statement, and preserving of the former only the last 
four paragraphs and the half of the preceding one. We approved and reported it to 
Ck)ngreBB." Auiobioffrapky, in TTrifm^ (Ford) 1, 16. 
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DECLARATION ON TAKING ARMS 

THURSDAY, JULY 6. 1775 
jeffebson's drafts.^ 
first draft. second draft. 

A Declaration by 

We the representatives of the 
United colonies of America now 
sitting in General Congress, ^e-iM 
nationo send gFooting of setting 
forth the causes and necessity of 
their taking up arms. 

^ These two papers are found in the Jefferson Manuscripts in the Library of Con- 
gress. The second, or later, draft contains some suggested changes in the writing 
of John Dickinson, and bears on the last page the following memorandum by 
Jefferson: 

''1775. June 23. Congress appointed a oommee to prepare a Declaration to be 
published by Genl Washington on his arrival at the camp before Boston, to wit, 
J. Rutledge, W. Livingston, Dr. Franklin, MT Jay, and M^ Johnson. 

''June 24, a draught was reported. 

"June 26. being disliked, it was recommitted and Mr Dickinson and T. Jefferson 
added to the committee, the latter being desired by the commee to draw up a 
new one, he prepared this paper, on a meeting of the commee J. Dickinson objected 
that it was too harsh, wanted softening, &c., whereupon the commee desired him to 
retouch it, which he did in the form which they reported July 6, which was adopted 
by Congress." 

Although the Jefferson drafts were never actually laid before Congress they are 
essential to a proper understanding of the Declaration as finally accepted. -^ 
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The large ndvaneoo strides of 
late taken by the legislature of 
Great Britain towards establish- 
ing m over these colonies their 
absolute rule, and the hardiness 
of their present attempt to effect 
by force of arms what by law or 
right they could never effect, ren- 
der it necessary for us also toohift 
change the ground of opposition 
and to close with their laist appeal 
from reason to arms. And as it 
behoves those who are called to 
this great decision to be assured 
that their cause is approved before 
supreme reason, so is it of great 
avail that it's justice be made 
known to the world whose proyoro 
cannot bo wanting intoFooooiono 
affections will ever bo favoFablo to 
a people take part with those en- 
coimtring oppression. Our fore- 
fathers, inhabitants of the island 
of 6r. Britn h a wMood having ^here 
¥aiidy long endeavored to bear up 
against the evils of misrule, left 
their native land to seek on these 
shores a residence for civil and 
religious freedom. At the ex- 
pense of their blood, wi^ to the 
less ruin of their fortunes, with 
the relinquishment of everything 
quiet and comfortable in life, the;^ 
effected settlements in the inhos- 
pitable wilds of America; they 
there established civil societies «»- 
der with various forms of consti- 
tution, but possessing all, what is 
inherent in iJl, the full and perfect 



The large strides of late taken 
by the legislature of Great Britain 
towards establishing over these 
colonies their absolute rule, and 
the hardiness of the present at- 
tempt to effect by force of arms 
what by law or right they could 
never effect, render it necessary 
for us also to change the ground 
of opposition, and to close with 
their last appeal from reason to 
arms. And as it behoves those, 
who are called to this great deci- 
sion^ to be assured that their cause 
is approved before supreme rea- 
son; so is it of great avail that it's 
justice be made known to the 
world, whose affections will ever 
take part with those encountering 
oppression. Our forefathers, in- 
habitants of the island of Great 
Britain, having long ondoavoFod 
to boar up againot the ovilo of mis 
«de, left their native land to seek 
on these shores a residence for civil 
and religious freedom. At the 
expence of their blood, wi^ to 
the ruin of their fortunes, with 
the relinquishment of everything 
quiet and comfortable in life, they 
effected settlements in the inhospit- 
able wilds of America; they and 
there established civil societies 
with various forms of constitution. 
But pooQcooing all^ what io in heiF- 
ont in all, the full and porf oot 
powero of logifllati eR To continue 
their connection with the friends 
whom they had left, they arranged 
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powers of legislation. To con- 
tinue their connection with the 
friends whom they had left aacl 
but lo¥ed they arranged them- 
selves by charters of compact un- 
der the PMne one common king 
who booamo the thpo^whom union 
waa onsuFod to the multiplied who 
thus became the oontfoul link unit 
mg of union between the several 
parts of the empire. Some occa- 
sional assumptions of power by 
the pari, of Gr. Brit, however 
foFoign and unknown to unac- 
knowledged by the constitution 
we h a d fonnod of our govern- 
ments were finally acquiesced in 
[ ] thro' ^e warmth of affection. 
Proceeding thus in the fullness of 
mutual harmony and confidence 
both parts of the empire encreased 
in population and in wealth with a 
rapidity unknown in the history 
of man. The various ooilo politi- 
cal institutions of America, it's 
various elimes soils and climates 
opening suipe certain resource to 
the unfortunate and to the enter- 
prising of 9i\ every country wh^Fe 
and ensured to them the acquisi- 
tion and Iree possession of prop- 
erty. Great Britain too acquired 
a lustre and a weight in the politi 
cal oyotom among the powers of 
the ¥Forid earth which it is thought 
her internal resources could never 
have given her. To ^e a com- 
munication of the wealth and the 
power of the oovoral parto of the 
whole every part of the empire 



themselves by charters of compact 
under e»e tb« same common king, 
who thus completed their powers 
of full and perfect l^islation and 
became the link of union between 
the several parts of the empire. 



Some occasional assumptions of 
power by the pariiament of Great 
Britain, however unacknowledged 
by the constitution of our govern- 
ments, were finally acquiesced in 
thro' warmth of affection. Pro- 
ceeding thus in the fullness of 
mutual harmony and confidence, 
both parts of the empire increased 
in population and in wealth with 
a rapidity unknown in the history 
of man. The political institutions 
of America, it's various soils and 
climates opened a certain resource 
to the unfortunate and to the en- 
terprising of every country, and 
ensured to them the acquisition 
and free possession of property. 



Great Britain too acquired a lustre 
and a weight among the powers 
of the earth which her internal re- 
sources could never have given 
her. To a communication of 
the wealth and the power of the 
whole every part of the empire 
we may surely ascribe in scHne 
measure the illustrious character 
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we may surely ascribe in some 
measure ouFoly oooribo the illustri- 
ous character she sustained thro' 
her last European war and its suc- 
cessful event. At the close of that 
war however Gf. Britain having 
subdued all her foes she took up 
the unfortunate idea of subduing 
her friends also. Her parliament 
then for the first time asserted a 
right of unbounded legislation fer 
over the colonies of America: by 
an Qovorol aoto pooood in the yeaps 
of the 6th the 6th and the 7th and 
the 8 th yooPQ of the roign of hio 
pFooont majooty — oovoFal dutioo 
woFO imposed f of the puFpoee of 
raising a Fovonuo on the Am erieaai 
ooloniato, the powoFO of oouFto of 
ftdmiFalty wore extended beyond 
thoiF antiont limits and the inooti 
mablo rig ht [of being tried in all 
cases civil] trial by twelve pooFo of 
ouF vicinage was token away in 
cases aflfooting both life and pFop 
ettyi — By paFt of an act posood in 
the IQth year of the pre s ent Foign 
an American colonist ohaFgod with 
the oflfonsoQ described in that act 
may be tFanspoFtod beyond oca f of 
trial [of such offense] by the vcFy 
poFSono against whoso ppotendod 
QovoFoignty [the supposed offense] 
is BuppoQod to bo oonmiitto d and 
pursuing with eagerness the newly 
assumed thought ha^e in the space 
of 10 years during which they have 

^ John DickiiiBon has here interlined ''her sucoeaBfol and glorious minister was/' 

' Dickinson has inserted " by their influence." 

* Dickinson changes it to read " were pennaded to assume and ( 



she sustained through her last 
European war, and its successful 
event. At the close of that war 
howovoF having subdued all her 
fees^ it pleased our sovereign to 
make a change in his counsels. 
The new ministry finding all the 
foes of Britain subdued she took up 
the unfortunate idea of subduing 
her friends also.' her parliament 
then for the first time aoflOFtod a 
Fight' assumed a power of un- 
bounded legislation over the colo- 
nies of America; and in the space 
course of ten years during which 
they have pFoooodod to ogOFoiBo 
thi s right, have given such deci- 
sive specimen of the spirit of this 
new legislation, as leaves no room 
to doubt the consequence of ac- 
quiescence under it. 
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exeroisd yt right have auide given 
such dooioivo o e¥efe specimens of 
the spirit in which this new legis- 
lation would bo OJOFoiood eon 
dieted [illegible word] towofdo the 
ofltftbliohmont of abooluto govern 
mont ovoF uo as leaves no room to 
doubt the consequence of ourfu? 
Aer acquiescence under it by-twe 
three two othoF aoto pooood in the 
11th year of hio prooont majeoty 
they have aooumed a right of alter 
ing the form of our government s 
altogether, and of thereby taking 
away every ooourity for the poo 
soosion of life or of property. 

By several acts of parliament 
passed in the reign of his prooont 
majoQty within seepe that period 
space of time they have impoood 
upon uo dutioQ for the purpose of 
raising a revenue attempted to 
take from us our money without 
our consent, they have taken away 
the interdicted all commerce first 
el one of our principal trading 
towns thereby annihilating it's 
property, in the hands of the 
holders, and more lately they have 
cut off ottr the commercial inter- 
course with-rfl-el-severri-el-these 
of whole colonies with M foreign 
countries whatooever^ they have 
extended the jurisdiction of the 
courts of admiralty beyond their 
antient limits thereby depriving 
us of the inestimable right of trial 
by jury in cases affecting both life 
and property and subjeoting both 
to the deoioion arbitrary dooiaion 



By several acts of parliament 
passed within that opaoe of time 
they have attempted to take from 
«» undertaken to give and grant 
our money without our consent: a 
right of which we have ever had 
the exclusive exercise; they have 
interdicted all conmierce to one of 
our principal towns, thereby an- 
nihilating it's property in the 
hands of the holders; they have 
cut off the commercial intercourse 
of whole colonies with foreign 
countries; they have extended the 
jurisdiction of courts of admiralty 
beyond their antient limits; there- 
by they have deprived us of the 
inestimable right privilege of trial 
by a jury of the vicinage in cases 
affecting both life and property; 
they have declared that American 
Subjects charged with certain of- 
fenses shall be transported beyond 
sea to be tried before the very 



12 



Deelaration on TeMmg Arms 



of ft oinglo ond dopondont judges 
they have declared that American 
subjects oommittu^ charged with 
certain pFotondod offences shall be 
transported beyond sea for triftl to 
be tried before the very persons 
against whose pretended sover- 
eignty offense is supposed to be 
committed; they have attempted 
fundamentally to alter the form of 
government in one of these colo- 
nies, a form established by acts of 
it's own legislature, and further 
secured to them by charters e# 
oompftot with ond gronts fg 9» on 
the part of the crown; they have 
erected o tyf a nny in a neighbour- 
ing province, acquired by the joint 
arms of Great Britain and Amer- 
ica, a tyranny dangerous to the 
very existence of all these colo- 
nies. But why should we enumer- 
ate their injuries in the detail t By 
one act they have suspended the 
powers of one American legisla- 
ture and by another ^ktef have de- 
clared they may legislate for us 
themselves in all cases whatsoever. 
These two acts alone form a basis 
broad enough whereon to erect a 
despotism of unlimited extent, 
when it io oonoideFed that th e^^eiF- 
s oMB by whom theo e o e to aFo p a oood 
ftFonot with ufl B abjoofe to their 
ageRto and what is to pFevont se- 
cure us against the d e molk ioB^ 
ouF pFeoent and e otabliohm eBfc^el 
new and de g pod e fuf i au irf -g6¥- 
eiMn e nt ? this dreaded evil? The 
persons whe awwiming these pow- 



persoDB against whose pretended 
sovereignty the offense is supposed 
to be oonunitted; they have at- 
tempted fundamentally to alter 
the form of government in one of 
tiiese colonies, a form opt a bliohe d 
secured by charters on the part of 
the crown and confirmed by acts of 
it's own legislature; and furth e r 
Boourod by eharter a on the part of 
the orewnt they have erected in a 
neighboring province, acquired by 
the joint arms of Great Britain 
and America, a tyranny dangerous 
to the very existence of all these 
colonies. But why should we 
enumerate their injuries in the de- 
tail? By one act they have sus- 
pended the powers of one Ameri- 
can legislature, and by another 
have declared they may l^islate 
for us themselves in all cases what- 



soever. These two acts alone form 
a basis broad enough whereon to 
erect a despotism of unlimited ex- 
tent And what is to secure us 
against this dreaded evil? The 
pMBons assuming these powers are 
not chosen by us, are not subject 
to our controul or influence, are 
exempted by their situation from 
tiie operation of these laws, and 
lighten their own burthens in pro- 
portion as they increase ours. 
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ers of doing tt ag are not chosen by 
ouhkJvoo us, are not subject to «s 
our controul from ua are them 
ae lveo f geod exempted by their 
situation from the operation of 
these laws they thuo p a oo, and 
iemo¥o ffom themeolvec i afl -flwiA 
bufthen ao they impose o b-%». 
lighten their own burthens in pro- 
portion as they encrease ours. 
"Hiese are temptations might put 
to trial the severest characters of 
antient virtue: with what new ar- 
mour then shall a british parlia- 
ment ^be» encounter the rude 
assault? To ward these deadly 
injuries from the tender plant of 
liberty which we have brought 
over and with so much affection 
wo have planted and have fostered 
on these our own shores we have 
pursued every lawful and every 
respectful measure. We have sup- 
plicated our king at various times 
in terms almost disgraceful to 
freedom; we have reasoned, we 
have remonstrated with parlia- 
ment in the most mild and decent 
language; we have even proceeded 
to bFoah off ouF oommoroial i atef- 
eouroo with thom altogothoF a o to 
the last peaceable admoniti e»-al 
OUF dotefminati o n to bo free by 
bgeahing of altogether ouf com 
mewnal intoFoouroe with — tiben 
break off our commercial inter- 
course with them our fellow sub- 
jects as the last peaceable admoni- 
tion that our attachment to no 
nation on earth should supplant 



"Hiese temptations might put to 
trial the severest characters of an- 
tient virtue: with what new armour 
then shall a British parliament en- 
counter the rude assault? to ward 
these deadly injuries from the 
tender plant of liberty which we 
have brought over, and with so 
much affection fostered on these 
our own shores, we have pursued 
every temperate, every respectful 
measure. We have supplicated 
our king at various times, in terms 
almost disgraceful to freedom; we 
have reasoned, we have remon- 
strated with parliament in the 
most mild and decent language; 
we have even proceeded to break 
off our commercial intercourse 
with our fellow subjects, as the last 
peaceable admonition that our at- 
tachment to no nation on earth 
should supplant our attachment to 
liberty. And here we had well 
hoped was the ultimate step of 
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our attachment to liberty: and 
here we had well hoped was the 
ultimate step of the controversy. 
But subsequent events have shewn 
how vain was even this last remain 
of confidence in the moderation of 
the British ministry. During the 
course of the last year ^hey their 
troops in a hostile manner invested 
the town of Boston in the province 
of Massachusetts bay, and from 
that time have held the same be- 
leaguered by sea and land. On 
the 19th day of April h^ in the 
present year they made an unpro- 
voked atlaek assault on the inhab- 
itants of the sd province at the 
town of Lexington, hillod, mur- 
dered eight of them on the spot 
and wounded many others. From 
thence they proceeded in thooamo 
wftriiho n M»aef all the array of 
war to the town of Concord where 
they ottaohod set upon another 
party of the inhabitants of the sd 
same province killing many of 
them also burning ^hm houses 
and laying waste ^hm property 
and continuing thcoo dopFodationfl 
until repressed by the arms of the 
people assembled to oppose this 
hofltilo unprovoked cruel invooion 
aggression on theif livoo and prop 
^rtiee. Hostilities b^Bg thus com- 
menced on the part of the British 
Ministerial troopo they army have 



the controversy. But subsequent 
events have shewn how vain was 
even this last remain of confidence 
in the moderation of the British 
ministry.* During the course of 
the last year their troops in a hos- 
tile manner invested the town of 
Boston in the pro vinceof Massachu- 
setts bay, and from that time have 
held the same beleaguered by sea 
and land. On the 19th day of April 
in the present year they made an 
unprovoked attaek assault on the 
inhabitants of the said province at 
the town of Lexington, murdered 
eight of them on the spot and 
wounded many others. From 
thence they proceeded in the all 
the array of war to the town of 
Concord, where they set upon an- 
other party of the inhabitants of 
the same province, killing many 
of them also, burning houses, and 
laying waste property, until re- 
pressed by thoamfl el' the peo- 
ple' suddenly assembled to oppose 
this cruel aggression. Hostilities 
thus commenced on the part of the 
ministerial army have been since 
by them pursued without regard 
to &ith or to fame. The inhabit- 
ants of the town of Boston in order 
to procure their enlargement hav- 



^ Dickinson wrote on margin: '' Here insert substanoe of the Addrees declaring a 
Rebellion to exist in Bfaanchnsetts Bay." 
'Dickinson wrote in the word " country." 
*"Only" inserted by Dickinson. 
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been since without poopito by them 
pursued the oomo by thorn without 
regard to faith or to fame. The 
inhabitants of the scMd town of 
Boston haying entered into treaty 
with a certain Thomas Grage scMd 
to bo oommondop in chief of thooo 
ftdvoroo troopo and who hoo aotu 
ally boon a principal actor in the 
floigo of the town of Boston, prof 
f opod to the inhabitanto of tho sd 
town a liberty to depart from the 
oamo on principal and instigator 
of these enonnitico violences enor- 
mities, it was stipulated that the 
sd inhabitants having first de- 
posited their armo and mi K with 
their own magistrates their arms 
and military stores should have 
free liberty to depart out of tho 
oamo from out of the sd town tak- 
ing with them their other goods 
and ether effects. Their arms and 
military stores were they accord- 
ingly delivered in to their magia 
trates^ and claimed the stipulated 
license of departing with their ef- 
fects. But in open violation of 
plighted faith and honour, in de- 
fiance of thooo that the sacred lawe 
of nations obligations of treaty 
which even ^e savage nations 
observe, their arms and warlike 
stores deposited with their own 
magistrates to be h&p^ preserved 
as their property were immedi- 
ately seised by a body of armed 
men under orders from the sd 



ing entered into treaty with ( 
tain Thomoo Gk i go (General Grage 
their Governor principal inotigatog 
of those onormitic B ^ it was stipu- 
lated that the said inhabitants,* 
having first deposited their arms 
with their own magistrates ^hm 
armo and militory otopofl should 
have free liberty to depart from 
out of the said town taking with 
them their other good and effects. 



Their arms and military otoroo 
they accordingly delivered in, 
and claimed the stipulated license 
of departing with their effects. 
But in open violation of plighted 
faith and honour, in defiance of the 
sacred obligations of treaty which 
even savage nations observe, their 
arms and warlike otoroo , deposited 
with their own magistrates to be 
preserved as their property, were 
immediately seized by a body of 
armed men under orders from the 
said Thomao Gogo General, the 
greater part of the inhabitants 
were detained in the town, and the 



* Dickinson interlined '' to procore their enlargement" 
'Dickinson inserted ''after/' 
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"nioinas Oage, the greater part of 
the inhabitants were detained in 
the town and the few permitted to 
depart were compelled to leave 
their most valuable fpeeds effects 
behind. We leave to the world 
their to it's own reflections on this 
atrocious perfidy. HiooamoT heB 
Gage on the 1 8 th day of Juno 
That we might no longer bo in 
doubt the ultimate puFpooo object 
aim of these Ministerial maneu- 
vres, the same Thos Gage by pro- 
clamn bearing date the 12th day of 
June by after reciting the mest 
a bandoned grossest falsehoods and 
calumnies against the good people 
of America these colonies proceeds 
to declare them all, either by name 
or description, to be rebels and 
traitors, to supersede by bis own 
authority the exercise of the com- 
mon law of the land of the sd 
province and to proclaim and order 
instead thereof the use and exer- 
cise of the law martial throughout 
the od province. This bloody edict 
issued, he has proceeded to com- 
mit further ravages and murders 
in the same province burning the 
town of Charlestown, aad attack- 
ing and killing great numbers of 
the people residing or assembled 
therein; and is now going on in an 
avowed course of murder and dev- 
astation, taking every occasion to 
destroyii^ the lives and properties 
of the inhabitants of the said prov- 
ince, whenovof he [ Jfindoe 

e a oion^ got thorn within his pow efe 



few permitted to depart were com- 
pelled to leave their most valuable 
effects behind. We leave the 
world to thm it's own reflections 



on this atrocious perfidy. That we 
might no longer doubt the ultimate 
aim of these ministerial maneuvres 
the oamo Thomno General Gage, 
by proclamation bearing date the 
12th day of Jime, after reciting the 
grossest falsehoods and calumnies 
against the good people of these 
colonies, proceeds to declare them 
all, either by name or description, 
to be rebels and traitors, to super- 
sede by hifl own authority the ex- 
ercise of the common law of the 
said province, and to proclaim and 
order instead thereof the use and 
exercise of the law martial. This 
bloody edict issued, he has pro- 
ceeded to commit further ravages 
and murders in the same province, 
burning the town of Charlestown, 
attacking and killing great num- 
bers of the people residing or as- 
sembled therein; and is now going 
on in an avowed course of murder 
and devastation, taking every oc- 
casion to destroy the lives and 
properties of the inhabitants ^4he 
paid pyovi nee. 
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To oppose ^hm his arms we 
also have taken ^ arms. We 
should be wanting to ourselves, 
we should be wanting perfidious 
to ottP posterity, we should be un- 
worthy that free ancestry from 
which both they and wo apo do 
rived oup one common birth, 
whom we derive our birth descent, 
wore wo to s uffeF oufpoIvoo to bo 
butchopcd, and our proportiofl to 
be laid waotc should we submit 
with folded arms to military 
butchery and depredation to grat- 
ify the lordly ambition of any 
nation on earth and or sate the 
avarice of a British ministry. We 
do then most solemnly bofoFo in 
the ppooonoe of before God and 
the world declare, that, regardless 
of every consequence at the risk 
of every distress, that the arms 
we have been compelled to assume 
we will wage with l^ttet* perse- 
verance, exerting to their utmost 
energies all those powers w^ 
which our creator hath invootod 
given us to guard preserve that 
saered Liberty which He commit- 
ted to us in sacred deposit, and to 
protect from every hostile hand 
our lives and our properties. But 
that this our declaration and our 
determined rooolution may give 
give diaquiotud e-te not disquiet the 
minds of our good fellow subjects 
in any part of the empire, we do 
further doolaro add assure them 



To oppose his arms, we also 
have taken arms. We should be 
wanting to ourselves, we should 
be perfidious to posterity, we 
should be unworthy that free an- 
cestry from ^i9hem which we de- 
rive our descent, should we submit 
with folded arms to military butch- 
ery and depredation to gratify 
the lordly ambition, or sate the 
avarice of a British ministry. We 
do then most solemnly, before god 
and the world declare that, re- 
gardless of every consequence, at 
the risk of every distress, the arms 
we have been compelled to assume 
we will wage use with persever- 
ance, exerting to their utmost en- 
ergies all those powers which our 
creator hath given us, to guard 
preserve that liberty which he 
committed to us in sacred deposit 
and to protect from every hostile 
hand our lives and our properties. 
But that this our declaration may 
not disquiet the minds of our good 
fellow subjects* in any parts of 
the empire,' we do further assure 
them that we mean not in any wise 
to affect that union with them in 
which we have so long and so hap- 
pily lived, and which we wish so 
much to see again restored That 
necessity must be hard indeed 
which may force upon us this des- 
perate measure, or induce us to 
avail ourselves of any aid whieh 
their enemies might proffer. We 



^ '' Friends and " was suggested by Dickinson. 
' '' In Britain or other," inaerted by Dickinson. 
18247—05 2 
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that we mean not in any wise to did not embody a soldiery to com- 



affect that union with them in 
which we have so long and so hap- 
pily lived and which we wish so 
much to see a(|^n restored: that 
necessity must be hard indeed 
which ee<yd may force upon us 
this desperate measure, or induce 
us to avail ourselves of any aid 
wbieh their enemies of G r Foot 
Britoift might proffer. We took 
«q^ arms to defend in defense of 
our persons and properties under 
actual violation: when that vio- 
lence shall be removed, when hos- 
tilities ohall oottoo on the minio 
toriftl the miniotoriftl party thoFo 
#eve shall cease bo ouopondod hoo 
Alkies on the part miniotoriol of 
the aggressors, hostilities ^bey 
shall bo Quapondod cease on our 
part also; whes the moment they 
withdraw their armies we will dis- 
band ours, nojt to a vigoupouo 
OJertion of ouf own internal f oroo, 
wo throw ouroolvoQ fop towardo 
we did not embody noB a soldiery 
to commit aggression on them; we 
did not raise armies for naaFoh to 
OP to gloFy glory or for conquest; 
we did not invade their island, 
ppoffoping carrying death or slav- 
ery to it^s inhabitants Towards 
the atchievement of this happy 
event we call for and confide e» in 
the good offices of our fellow sub- 
jects beyond the Atlantic. Of 
their friendly dispositions we i 
fido wo hope with juotioe 



mit aggression on them; we did 
not raise armies for glory or for 
conquest; we did not invade their 
island carrying death or slavery 
to it's inhabitants. We t ou h amm 
in defence of our persons and 
properties under actual violation, 
wo have taken up apms we took up 
arms; when that violence shall be 
removed, when hostilities shall 
cease on the part of the aggres- 
sors, hostilities shall cease on our 
part also. The moment they with 
draw thoip apmios, wo will d isbaad 
ew«7 For the atchievment of 
this happy event, we call for and 
confide in the good offices of our 
fellow subjects beyond the At- 
lantic. Of their friendly dispo- 
sitions we do not yet cease to hope; 
aware, as they must be, that they 
have nothing more to expect from 
the same common enemy, than the 
humble favour of being last de- 
voured. And we devoutly implore 
the assistance of Almighty god to 
conduct us happily thro' this great 
conflict, to dispose the minds of 
his majesty, his ministers, and par- 
liament to poaoonablo toHna recon- 
ciliation with us on reasonable 
terms, and to deliver us from the 
evils of a civil war. 

Q. If it might not be proper to 
take notice of Ld. Chatham's Plan 
and its being rejected, mentioning 
his great abilities.^ 

Q. If it might not be proper to 



^Thia pangrsph is in the writing of DickioBon. 
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can not yet cease to hope and ash 
Bupo them they ay e aware as they 
must be that they have nothing 
more to expect from the same 
common enemy than the humble 
favour of being last devoured. 

JOHN DIGKINSON^S DRAFT. 

A Declaration by the Repre- 
sentatives of the United Colonies of 
North America now sit^^ met in 
General Congress at Philadelphia, 
setting forth the Causes and Neces- 
sity of their taking up Arms. 

If it was possible for Beings who 
ontert fool a propcp BovoFonoo for 
onduod with Bo a oon to believe that 
the Divino Author of their Egist 
eeee Men, who exercise their Rea- 
son in contemplating the works of 
Creation, to believe, that the Di- 
vine Author of our Existence, in- 
tended a Part of the human Race 
to hold an absolute property in 
and an unbounded Power over 
others, mark'd out by his infinite 
Merey Goodness and Wisdom, as 
the legal Objects of a Domination 
never rightfully to bo resistable, 
however severe and oppressive, 
the Inhabitants of these Colonies 
we«M might with at looot with 
pFoprioty at least require from 
the Parliament of Great Britain 
some Evidence, that this dreadful 
Authority woo vootod in thot Body 
Authority over them has been 
granted to that Body. But since 
Boflooti CoDflidoratiopo drawn a 
^These paragraphs are in 



take notice how many great Men 
in Parlt and how many consider- 
able Cities and Towns in England 
have acknowledg'd the Justice of 
our Cause. ^ 
Q. Ld. North's Proposal.' 

FINAL FORM. 

A declaration by the Represen- 
tatives of the United Colonies of 
North America, now met in Gen- 
eral Congress at Philadelphia, 
setting forth the causes and ne- 
cessity of their taking up arms. 

If it was possible for men, who 
exercise their reason, to believe, 
that the Divine Author of our ex- 
istence intended a part of the 
human race to hold an absolute 
property iil, and an unbounded 
power over others, marked out by 
his infinite goodness and wisdom, 
as the objects of a legal domina- 
tion never rightfully resistible, 
however severe and oppressive, 
the Inhabitants of these Colonies 
might at least require from the 
Parliament of Great Britain some 
evidence, that this dreadful au- 
thority over them, has been granted 
to that body. But a reverence for 
our great Creator, principles of hu- 
manity, and the dictates of common 
sense, must convince all those who 
reflect upon the subject, that gov- 
ernment was instituted to promote 
the welfare of mankind, and ought 
to be administered for the attain- 
ment of that end. The legislature 
the writing of Dickinaon. 
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duo BovoFoneo a Reverence for 
our great Creator, Sontimon te 
Principles of Humanity and the 
Diotato fl of BoQBon have oonvinood 
the wiflo and good and the Dic- 
tates of Common Sense, bo^e must 
convince all those who will reflect 
upon the Subject, that Govern- 
ment was instituted to promote 
the Welfare of Mankind, and 
ought to be administered for the 
Attainment of that End, sinee 
those gonorouo and noble Prinoi 
plofl have on no Ptort of the Earth 
boon s o well aooortod vindicated 
and onfoFood as in Groat Britain, 
the LogifllatuFo of that Kingdom 
hurried on by an inordinate pas 
oion for Power, of Ambition for a 
Power * whioh their own moot ad 
mirod Writers and their very Con 
stitution, demonstrate to bo un 
just; and whioh they hnow to bo 
inoonsistont ' with their own polit 
ioal Const i^utiea the Legislature of 
Great Britain stimulated by an in- 
ordinate Passion for a Power not 
only generally pronounrfd hold to 
be imjust, but unjustifiable, but 
which they know to be peculiarly 
reprobated by the very Constitu- 
tion of that Kingdom, and desper- 
ate of Success in a Mode of Con 
test in any Mode of Contest, where 
wiy a Regard should be had to 
Truth, or Justice, or Reason, have 
at last appoaM le ngth Law or 

^ An alternative phrase, also rejected, was here interlined: *' Passion for a Power 
manifestly unjust and which " 
' " be reprobated by the very,'' was here inserted, bat struck oat. 



of Great Britain, however, stimu- 
lated by an inordinate passion for 
a power, not only unjustifiable, 
but which they know to be pecu- 
liarly reprobated by the very con- 
stitution of that kingdom, and 
desperate of success in any mode 
of contest, where regard should 
be had to truth, law, or right, have 
at length, deserting those, at- 
tempted to effect their cruel and 
impolitic purpose of enslaving 
these Colonies by violence, and 
have thereby rendered it necessary 
for us to close with their last ap- 
peal from Reason to Arms. — ^Yet, 
however blinded that assembly 
may be, by their intemperate rage 
for unlimited domination, so to 
slight justice and the opinion of 
mankind, we esteem ourselves 
bound, by obligations of respect 
to the rest of the world, to make 
known the justice of our cause. 



Declaration on Taking Arms 



21 



Eight, have at length attempted to 
effect their cruel and impolitic 
Parpose by Violence, and have 
thereby rendered it necessary for 
us to fkuuEtg^ close with their last 
Appeal from Reason to Arms. 
Yet however blinded ^hey that 
Assembly may be by their intem- 
perate Rage, ye^ we esteem our- 
selves bound by Obligations of 
Respect to the rest of the World, 
to make known the Justice of our 
Oause. 

Our Forefathers, inhabitants of 
the Island of G. B. left their native 
Land, to seek in the distant and 
iBhoopitoblo Wilds of Amorio a on 
inhospitable Wilds of America on 
these Shores, a Residence for civil 
and religious Liberty Freedom. 
To describe the Dangers, Difficul- 
ties and Distresses, the Egponoo 
of Blood and Fortune, TrooouFo 
they were obliged to encounter in 
executing their generous Resolu- 
tions, would require Volumes. It 
may suffice to observe, that, at the 
Expence of their Blood, to the 
Ruin of their Fortunes, and ovory 
Proopoot of Advantage in thoir 
native Country without the least 
Charge to the Country from which 
they removed, with by unceas- 
ing Labor and an unconquerable 
Spirit, they effected Settlements in 
the distant and inhospitable Wilds 
of America, then filled with nu- 
merous and warlike Nations of 
Barbarians. Societies or Govern- 
ments, vested with perfect legisla- 



Our forefathers, inhabitants of 
the island of Great Britain, left 
their native land, to seek on these 
shores a residence for civil and 
religious freedom. At the ex- 
pence of their blood, at the hazard 
of their fortunes, without the least 
charge to the country from which 
they removed, by unceasing labor, 
and an unconquerable spirit, they 
effected settlements in the distant 
and inhospitable wilds of America, 
then filled with numerous and war- 
like nations of barbarians. Socie- 
ties or governments, vested with 
perfect legislatures, were formed 
under charters from the crown, 
and an harmonious intercourse 
was established between the col- 
onies and the kingdom from which 
they derived their origin. The 
mutual benefits of this union be- 
came in a short time so extraor- 
dinary, as to excite astonishment 
It is universally confessed, that 
the amazing increase of the wealth, 
strength, and navigation of the 
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tures wi^ffi ^em^ were formed 
under Charters from the Crown, 
and SHeh an harmonious Inter- 
course and Unio B was established 
between the Colonies and the King- 
dom from which they derived their 
Origin. The mutual bonofito of 
this Union that s ome ooooflional 
Asflumptions of The mutual Bene- 
fits of this Union became in a short 
Time so extraordinary as to ex- 
cite the Astonishment of other 
Nations. Every British Writer 
of Eminence, who has treated of 
the Subjoot Politics for near a Cen- 
tury past, has uniformly asserted 
that the amazing Increase of the 
Wealth, Strength and Navigation 
of that Kingdom the Realm, arose 
from this Source; and the Minis- 
ister who so gloriouoly pFooidod 
aMj^ wisely and successfully di- 
rected the Counoilo, Aflfairo^ Meas- 
ures of Great Britain d«H»g in 
the last War, publickly declared, 
that these Colonies had CDnblod 
enabled her to triumph over her 
Enemies. 

A^ Towards the Conclusion of 
that War, it pleased our Sovereign 
to make a Change in his Counsels. 
From that fatal Moment, the Af 
fairs of the British Empire began 
to dide fall into Confusion, Aft^ 
oinoo boo boon continually enoFo a a 
ing a nd now hoo pFoduoed the 
moot alanning Eflf eete and gradu- 
ally doolining sliding from that 
splendid Summit of glorious Pros- 
perity to which they had been 



realm, aroee from this souroe; and 
the minister, who so wisely and 
successfully directed the measures 
of Great Britain in the late war, 
publicly declared, that these col- 
onies enabled her to triumph over 
her enemies. — Towards the con- 
clusion of that war, it pleased our 
sovereign to make a change in his 
counseb. — From that fatal mo- 
ment, the affairs of the British 
empire began to fall into confusion, 
and gradually sliding from the 
summit of glorious prosperity, to 
which they had been advanced by 
the virtues and abilities of one 
man, are at length distracted by 
the convulsions, that now shake it 
to its deepest foundations. The 
new ministry finding the brave 
foes of Britain, though frequently 
defeated, yet still contending, took 
up the unfortunate idea of grant- 
ing them a hasty peace, and of then 
subduing her faithful friends. 
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med advanced by the Virtues and 
Abilities of one Man, are at Length 
distracted by the pFooont moot moot 
alanning Convulsions, that now 
shake it to its lowest deepest Foun- 
dations. The new Ministry find- 
ing the bw^e brave Foes of Brit- 
ain subdued^ took up the unfop 
tunato Idea of defeated bravely ^ 
tho frequently defeated, yet 
brovoly still contending, took up 
the unfortunate Ideas of granting 
^kffBBt a hasty Peace and those to 
them, and then of subduing her 
faithful Friends. 

They judged those devoted Col 
onio s weFo judged to pposent to 

[Aparcigraph of some nine lines 
incomplete wnd not legible is omit- 
ted. The sense a/nd a good part of 
the very words seem to have been 
used in the next paragraph] 

These devoted Colonies were 
judged to be in such a State as to 
present a Proopoot Victories with- 
out Bloodshed, and all the easy 
Emoluments of statutable Plunder. 
The uninterrupted Tenor of their 
peaceable and respectful Behaviour 
from the Beginning of Coloniza- 
tion, their dutiful, zealous and 
useful services during the War, 
that has been mentioned, tho so 
recently and amply acknowledged 
in the most honorable Manner by 
his Majesty, by the late King, and 
by Parliament, could not avail to 



These devoted colonies were 
judged to be in such a state, as to 
present victories without blood- 
shed, and all the easy emoluments 
of statuteable plunder. — The unin- 
terrupted tenor of their peaceable 
and respectful behaviour from the 
beginning of colonization, their 
dutiful, zealous, and useful serv- 
ices during the war, though so 
recently and amply acknowledged 
in the most honorable manner by 
his majesty, by the late king, and 
by Parliament, could not save them 
from the meditated innovations. — 



' Another line, illegible, is here inserted but was stricken oat. The words '^ strug- 
gle/' ''contending'' and ''defeated" may be deciphered. 
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save them from the meditated In- 
novations. Parliament was influ- 
enced to adopt the pernicious 
Project, and to f a oilitato ito Ene - 
oution by assuming a new Power 
over them, have in the Course of 
eleven Years, given such decisive 
Specimens of the Spirit and Con- 
sequences attending this Power, 
as to leave no Doubt concerning 
the Effects of Acquiescence under 
it. Statutes have been passed for 
taking our Mone}^ from us with- 
out our owB Consent, tho e¥er3^ 
Colony on thio Continent hao from 
itfl Beginning always we have ever 
exercised an exclusive Right to 
dispose of our own Property; for 
extending the Jurisdiction of 
Courts of Admiralty and Vice ad- 
miralty beyond their antient Lim- 
its; for depriving us of the accus- 
tomed and inestimable Priviledge 
of Trial by Jury in Cases affecting 
both Life and Property; for inter 
dieting all Conmioroo to o ae^-el 
our ppinoipol Towns; for exempt 
ing tho MuFdoPoro of ooloniflto 
from legal Punioh meet^ for sus- 
pending the Powers of Legislature 
of one of the Colonies; for inter- 
dicting all Commerce* of another; 
and for altering fundamentally the 
Form of Government in one of 
tho ColonioQ, a Fown Qoour ed es- 
tablished by Charter, and eee- 



Parliament was influenced to adopt 
the pernicious project, and assum- 
ing a new power over them, have, 
in the course of eleven years, given 
such decisive specimens of the 
spirit and consequences attending 
this power, as to leave no doubt 
concerning the effects of acquies- 
cence under it. They have under- 
taken to give and grant our money 
without our consent, though we 
have ever exercised an exclusive 
right to dispose of our own prop- 
erty; statutes have been passed 
for extending the jurisdiction of 
courts of Admiralty and Vice- Ad- 
miralty beyond their ancient lim- 
its; for depriving us of the accus- 
tomed and inestimable privil^e 
of trial by jury, in cases affecting 
both life and property; for sus- 
pending the legislature of one of 
the colonies; for interdicting all 
commerce to the capital of another; 
and for altering fundamentally the 
form of government established 
by charter, and secured by acts of 
its own legislature solemnly con- 
firmed by the crown; for exempt- 
ing the "murderers" of colonists 
from legal trial, and in effect, 
from punishment; for erecting in 
a neighboring province, acquired 
by the joint arms of Great Britain 
and America, a despotism danger- 
ous to our very existence; and for 



' Some words that are ill^ble were interlined at this point. 
'Although the manuscript ehows no omiarion here, the words "to the capital' ' 
were printed. 
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Ofiiwd secured by Acts of its own 
Legifllatare solemnly md i ODonte d 
to confirmed by the Crown; lev 
OFoedng in ft ndghbouring for ex- 
empting the "Murderers" of col- 
onists from legal Punishment; 
for erecting in a neighbouring 
Province, oonquoFod acquired by 
the joint Arms of Great Britain and 
America, a Tyranny Despotism 
dangerous to ^ our very exist- 
ence of the Colonioo and for quar- 
tering Officers and Soldiers upon 
the Colonists in time of profound 
Peace. It has also been doolftrod 
resolved in Parliament that Colo- 
nists charged with committing cer- 
tain Offences, shall by Virtue of ft 
S t ft fcnto made before ftny of be 
transported to England to be tried. 
But why should we enumerate 
our Injuries in Detail? By one 
Aet of Ptorl Statute it is declared, 
that Parliament can "of right 
make Laws to bind us in all Cases 
WHATSOEVER. " What is to defend 
us against sueh oo onownoua — a 
Power so enormous, so unlimited 
a Power t The poroono aooumi i^ 
^keeet Not one of a single Man of 
those who assume it, is chosen by 
us; or is subject to our Controul or 
Influence; but on the contrary is 
they are all of them exempt from 
the Operations of such Laws, and 
actually lighten their own Bur- 
dens, in exact proportion to ^ese 
the Burdens they impose on us. 
ThoQO Tomptationfl — might pu t 



quartering soldiers upon the ccdo- 
nists in time of profound peace. 
It has also been resolved in parlia- 
ment, that colonists charged with 
committing certain offences, shall 
be transported to England to be 
tried. 



But why should we enumerate 
our injuries in detail? By one 
statute it is declared, that parlia- 
ment can ^^of right make laws to 
bind us in all oases whatso- 
EVEE." What is to defend us 
against so enormous, so unlimited 
a power? Not a single man of 
those who assume it, is chosen by 
us; or is subject to our controul 
or influence; but, on the contrary, 
they are all of them exempt from 
the operation of such laws, and an 
American revenue, if not diverted 
from the ostensible purposes for 
which it is raised, would actually 
lighten their own burdens in pro- 
portion as they increase ours. We 
saw the misery to which such des- 
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OO I IFOO ftFO too gFCM l fe tO bo offoFod 

to Chiwttetoro of the oovoFoot 



Administration, sensible that we 
should regard these oppressive 
Measures as Freemen ought to do, 
sent over Fleets and Armies to 
enforce them. The Indignation 
of the oolonioQ who Fourfd by their 
¥«4He Americans was rous'd, it is 
true: but it was the Indignation of 
a virtuous, peaoeable , loyal, s«b- 
jeeto and affectionate People. A 
Congress of Delegates from the 
United Colonies was assembled at 
Philadelphia on the fifth Day of 
last September. We #^ saw the 
Weapons levelPdat our Brea Bos- 
oms, but we perceiv'd them at the 
same Time hold in graspM by a 
Parent's Hands. We cast our- 
selves upon our Knees prostrate at 
the Foot of the Throne our Sover- 
eign. Tho for ton years we had #a- 
tiguodtho booioged the Throne — 
EoFB of Authority with Potitionfl^ 

ally besieged the Throne as Sup- 
plicants, yet we resolved again to 
offer an humble and dutiful Peti- 
tion to the King, and agreed also 
to send an Address to our Fellow 
Subjects in Great Britain, inform- 
ing them of our agreement at a 
certain Days to break off all our 
Conunercial Intercourse with ewF 

' The words '' ineffectual and deepis'd" are here interlined. 



potism would reduce us. We for 
ten years incessantly and ineffec- 
tually besieged the Throne as sup- 
plicants; we reasoned, we remon- 
strated with parliament, in the 
most mild and decent language. 
But Administration, sensible that 
we should regard these oppressive 
measures as freemen ought to do, 
sent over fleets and armies to en- 
force them. The indignation of 
the Americans was roused, it is 
true; but it was the indignation of 
a virtoous, loyal, and affectionato 
people. A Congress of Del^;ates 
from the United Colonies was as- 
sembled at Philadelphia, on the 
fifth day of last September. We 
resolved again to offer an bumble 
and dutiful petition to the King, 
and also addressed our fellow-sub- 
jects of Great Britain. We have 
pursued every temperate, every 
respectful measure: we have even 
proceeded to break off our com- 
mercial intercourse with our fel- 
low-subjects, as the last peaceable 
admonition, that our attachment 
to no nation upon earth should sup- 
plant our attachment to liberty. — 
This, we flattered ourselves, was 
the ultimate step of the contro- 
versy: But subsequent events have 
shewn, how vain was this hope of 
finding moderation in our enemies. 
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F e Mow B ttbjc 

peaceable Admonition, that our 
Attachment to no Nation upon the 
Earth shoud supplant our Attach- 
ment to Liberty. This, we flat- 
tered ourselves, was the ultimate 
Step of the Controversy: But sub- 
sequent Events have shewn, how 
vain was this last Hope of Moder- 
ation in the Minist gy our Enemies. 
Our Petition was treated with 
Contempt. Without the least 
Mention of ite our Application 
several threatening Expressions 
against the Colonies were inserted 
in his Majesty's Speech to be^ 
the two Houses of Parliament; 
and afterwards the Petition was 
huddled into the House of Com- 
mons the last amongst a neglected 
Bundle of American Papers. The 
Lords and Conmions in their Ad- 
dress to his Ma j estyy in the Month 
of February, said, that ^^a Rebel- 
lion at that Time actually existed 
within the Province of Massachu- 
setts Bay; tmA that those con- 
cerned in it, had been counte- 
nanc'd and encouraged by unlawful 
Combinations and Elngagements 
entered into by his Majesty's Sub- 
jects in several of the other Colo- 
nies; and therefore they besought 
his Majesty, that he would take 
the most effectual Measures to en- 
force due Obedience to the Laws 
and Authority of the Supreme 
Legislature.'' Soon after the com- 
mercial Intercourse of whole Col- 



Several threatening expressions 
against the colonies were inserted 
in his Majesty's speech; our peti- 
tion, though we were told it was a 
decent one, and that his Majesty 
had been pleased to receive it gra- 
ciously, and to promise laying it 
before his Parliament, was hud- 
dled into both houses amongst a 
bundle of American papers, and 
there neglected. The Lords and 
Conunons in their address, in the 
month of February, said, that '^a 
rebellion at that time actually 
existed ¥athin the province of 
Massachusetts bay; and that those 
concerned in it, had been counte- 
nanced and encouraged by unlaw- 
ful combinations and engagements, 
entered into by his Majesty's sub- 
jects in several of the other colo- 
nies; and therefore they besought 
his Majesty, that he would take 
the most effectual measures to en- 
force due obedience to the laws 
and authority of the supreme leg- 
islature." — Soon after, the com- 
mercial intercourse of whole colo- 
nies, with foreign countries, and 
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onies with foreign Countries was 
cutt off by an Act of Parliament; 
9mA by another, several of them 
were entirely prohibited from the 
Fisheries in the neighbouring Seas 
near their coasts, on which they 
always depended for their Suste- 
nance; and large Reinforcements 
of Ships and Troops were imme- 
diately sent over to General Grage. 
Wkhn auoh a headlong hoodloflo 
Biigo fuFy woFO thoflo outrogoouo 
PyoooodingB buried on, ^ that all the 
Prayoro Fruitless were all the En- 
treaties, Arguments and Eloquence 
of the a very oonflidoroblc an illus- 
trious Band of the most distin- 
guishedPeers and Commoners, who 
nobly conf est and strenuously as- 
serted the Justice of our Cause, to 
stay or even to mitigate the heed- 
less Fury ei with which these ac- 
cumulated and unexampled Out- 
rages were ropidly hurried on. 
Equally fruitless was the interfer- 
ence of ^hat the august City of 
London, oupplioating of Bristol, 
and many other respectable Towns 
in our Favor. A Plan of Recon- 
ciliation digested by the patriotic 
Cares of that great and good man 
beforementioned, and which might 
easily have been improved to pro- 
duce every Effect his generous 
Heart desired, was contemptuously 
rejected, to give way to an insidi- 
ous Minifltorirf Maneuvre, calcu- 
lated to divide us, to establish a 
perpetual Auction of Taxation, 



with each other, was cut off by an 
act of Parliament; by anotlier, 
several of them were entirely pro- 
hibited from the fisheries in the 
seas near their coasts, on which 
they always depended for their 
sustenance; and large re-inforce- 
ments of ships and troops were 
immediately sent over to General 
Chkge. 

Fruitless were all the entreaties, 
arguments, and eloquence of an 
illustrious band of the most dis- 
tinguished Peers, and Commoners, 
who nobly and strenuously as- 
serted the justice of our cause, to 
stay, or even to mitigate the heed- 
less fury with which these accu- 
mulated and unexampled outrages 
were hurried on. — ^Equally fruit- 
less was the interference of the 
city of London, of Bristol, and 
many other respectable towns in 
our favour. Parliament adopted 
an insidious manoeuvre calculated 
to divide us, to establish a per- 
petual auction of taxations where 
colony should bid against colony, 
all of them uninformed what ran- 
som would redeem their lives; and 
thus to extort from us, at the point 
of the bayonet, the unknown sums 
that should be sufficient to gratify, 
if possible to gratify, ministerial 
rapacity, with the miserable indul- 
gence left to us of raising, in our 
own mode, the prescribed tribute. 
What terms more rigid and hu- 
miliating could have been dictated 



^ Some illegible words here interlined. 
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where Colony should bid agamst 
Colony, all of them uninform'd 
whftt Ransom would redeem their 
Ldves, and thus to extort from us 
at the Point of the Bayonet SumiB 
the unknown Sums that should be 
sufficient to gratify, if possible to 
gratify, ministeritd Rapacity, with 
the miserable Indulgence left to 
us of raising in our own Modes 
the prescribed Tribute. 

When the Intolligoneo of tho s e 
Proeoodingfl amvod on this Geafei- 
nont, wo peyooivod it oppooFod 
evident, that our Dootruotion was 
dotowninod upon, and that wo had 
no Altemativo or ohoioo to nmho 
hB^-ek — Oup ohoioo muot bo either 
an ^Smeonditional 8ubmisoi eB^^^4» 
one of the Miniotpy ogproooM him 
Qolf, OF of Booiotanoo. 

Soon after the Intelligence of 
these Proceedings arrived on this 
Continent, where General Gage, 
who in the Course of the last Year, 
had taken Possession of the Town 
of Boston, in the Province of Mas- 
sachusetts Bay, and still occupied 
it as a Garrison, I^ans, on the 19^ 
Day of last April last^ sent out 
^ from that Place a large Detach- 
ment of his Army, who made an 
unprovoked Assault on the Inhab- 
itants of the said Province, at the 
Town of Lexington, as appears by 
the Affidavits of a great Number 
of Persons, some of whom were 
Officers and Soldiers of that De- 
^tachment, murdered Eight of the 
Inhabitants, and wounded many 



by remorseless victors to con- 
quered enemies t In our circum- 
stances to accept them, would be 
to deserve them. 



Soon after the intelligence of 
these proceedings arrived on this 
continent. General Gage, who in 
the course of the last year had 
taken possession of the town of 
Boston, in the province of Massa- 
chusetts Bay, and still occupied it 
as a garrison, on the 19th day of 
April, sent out from that place a 
large detachment of his army, who 
made an unprovoked assault on the 
inhabitants of the said province, at 
the town of Lexington, as appears 
by the affidavits of a great number 
of persons, some of whom were 
officers and soldiers of that de- 
tachment, murdered eight of the 
inhabitants, and wounded many 
others. From thence the troops 
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others. From thence the Troops 
proceeded in warlike array to the 
Town of Concord, where they set 
upon another party of the Inhab- 
itants of the same Province, kill- 
ing several and wounding eAeffs 
more, until compelled to retreat by 
the People suddenly assembled to 
repell this cruel Aggression . Hos- 
tilities thus commenc'd by the Brit- 
ish Troops, have been since prose- 
cuted by them without Regard to 
Faith or Reputation. The Inhab- 
itants of Boston being confined 
within that Town by the General 
their Governor and having in order 
to procure their Dismission entered 
into a Treaty with him, it was stip- 
ulated botwoop the that the said 
Inhabitants having deposited their 
arms with their own Magistrates, 
should have f^ee Liberty to de- 
part, out of the ooid Town, taking 
with them their other Effects. 
They accordingly delivered up 
their Arms, but in open violation of 
Honor, in Defiance of the Obliga- 
tions of ft Treaties, which even 
savage Nations esteem sacred, 
Goporol Gogo the Governor or- 
dered the Arms deposited as afore- 
said that they might be preserved 
for their Owners, to be seized by a 
Body of annod me », soldiers, de- 
tained the greater Part of the In- 
habitants in the Town, and com- 
pelled the few who were permitted 
to retire, to leave their most valu- 
able Effects behind. By this per- 
fidy ^ wives are separated from their 



proceeded in warlike array to the 
town of Concord, where they set 
upon another party of the inhab- 
itants of the same province, killing 
several and wounding more, until 
compelled to retreat by the coun- 
try people suddenly assembled to 
repel this cruel aggression. Hos- 
tilities, thus commenced by the 
British troops, have been since 
prosecuted by them without re- 
gard to faith or reputation. — The 
inhabitants of Boston being con- 
fined within that town by the Gen- 
eral their Governor, and having, 
in order to procure their dismis- 
sion, entered into a treaty with 
him, it was stipulated that Uie said 
inhabitants having deposited their 
arms with their own magistrates, 
should have liberty to depart, tak- 
ing with them their other effects. 
They accordingly delivered up 
their arms, but in open violation 
of honor, in defiance of the obliga- 
tion of treaties, which even savage 
nations esteemed sacred, the Gov- 
ernor ordered the arms deposited 
as aforesaid, that they might be 
preserved for their owners, to be 
seized by a body of soldiers; de- 
tained the greatest part of the in- 
habitants in the town, and com- 
pelled the few who were permitted 
to retire, to leave their most valu- 
able effects behind. 



By this perfidy wives are sepa- 
rated from their husbands, chil- 
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Husbands, children from their 
Parents, the aged and sick from 
their Relatives and Friends who 
wish to attend and iF^ie¥etake care 
of them; and those who have been 
used to live with Elog a neo in Plenty 
and even Elegance, are reduced to 
deplorable Distress. 

The General further emulating 
^be his ministerial Masters, by 
a Proclamation bearing Date on 
the 12th Day of June, after vent- 
ing the grossest Falsehoods and 
Calumnies against the good People 
of these Colonies, proceeds to ^' de- 
clare them all either by Name or 
Description to be Rebels and Trai- 
tors, to supercede the Course of the 
Common Law, and instead thereof 
to publish and order the Use and 
Exercise of the Law Martial. " His 
Troops have butchered our Coun- 
trymen; have burnt Charlestown, 
brides a considerable Number of 
Houses in other Places; our Ships 
and Vessels are seized; tmA the nec- 
essary supplies of Provisions are 
st^p^ intercepted; and ho is now 
oproftding Dofltrootion and Dov 
ofltfttion around him ao far as-he 
can, all the oomplioatod Col and 
he is exerting the utmost Power 
to spread Destruction and Dev- 
astation around him. We have 
received certain Intelligence that 
G r ovomoF General Carleton, the 
Governor of Canada, by Orders 
from the Ministry is instigating 
the People of that Province and 



dren from their parents, the aged 
and the sick from their relations 
and friends, who wish to attend and 
comfort them; and those who have 
been used to live in plenty and 
even elegance, are reduced to de- 
plorable distress. 

The General, further emulating 
his ministerial masters, by a proc- 
lamation bearing date on the 12th 
day of June, after venting the 
grossest falsehoods and calumnies 
against the good people of these 
colonies, proceeds to ^ ^declare them 
all, either by name or description, 
to be rebels and traitors, to super- 
sede the course of the common 
law, and instead thereof to publish 
and order the use and exercise of 
the law martial." — His troops have 
butchered our countrymen, have 
wantonly burnt Charles-Town, be- 
sides a considerable number of 
houses in other places; our ships 
and vessels are seized; the neces- 
sary supplies of provisions are in- 
tercepted, and he is exerting his 
utmost power to spread destruc- 
tion and devastation around him. 



We have received certain intel- 
ligence that General Carleton, the 
Governor of Canada, is instigat- 
ing the people of that province and 
the Indians to fall upon us; and 
we have but too mudi reason to 
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the Indians to fall upon us; and 
that Schemes have been f orm'd to 
excite domestic Enemies against 
us. In brief, a Part of the Colo- 
nies now feels, and all of them are 
sure of feeling, as far as the Ven- 
geance of Administration can in- 
flict them, M the complicated 
Calamities of Fire, Sword and 
Famine. By ouf The S uggootiono 
of Duty and Affection eon no 
longer lull uo into a lothftFgio No 
tion, too lately rolinquiflhod, that 
AwnioB and Flooto are only do 
signM to intimidate uo. We are 
reduced to the Alternative of 
chusing an unconditional Submis- 
sion to the Tyrannic Vongoanoo 
of irritated Miniotero who -haew 
wo doopioo them and that they 
doQorvo to bo thuo doopicod are 
thopoforo implacable Tyranny of 
irritated ministers, or Resistance 
by Force. The latter is our 
Choice. 

We-fe ttow, that by an inf a mouo 
S urrender of the Freedom and 
HappinoQQ of our B olvoo and our 
Pootority, wo might obtain that 
WFotohod Honor, Juotioo and Hu 
manity forbid uo baooly to ourron 
der that Freedom Liberty and 
HappinooQ whieh wo roooivM from 
our g a llant Aneootoro, and which 
it io our Duty to transmit undi 
miniohod to our Posterity. — Ci^led 
upon by the Law of oolf proooF¥a 
tion implanted in our Nature by 
our allwioo Creator^ with proparod 



apprehend, that schemes have been 
formed to excite domestic enemies 
against us. In brief, a part of 
these colonies now feels, and all of 
them are sure of feeling, as far as 
the vengance of administration can 
inflict them, the complicated calam- 
ities of fire, sword, and famine.— 
We are reduced to the alternative 
of chusing an unconditional sub- 
mission to the tyranny of irritated 
ministers, or resistance by force. — 
The latter is our choice. — We have 
counted the cost of this contest, 
and find nothing so dreadful as vol- 
untary slavery. — Honor, justice, 
and humanity, forbid us tamely to 
surrender that freedom which we 
received from our gallant ances- 
tors, and which our innocent pos- 
terity have a right to receive from 
us. We cannot endure the in- 
famy and guilt of resigning suc- 
ceeding generations to that wretch- 
edness which inevitably a¥raits 
them, if we basely entail heredi- 
tary bondage upon them. 
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HuMb We have counted the Cost 
of this Contest, and being porf eetfy 
oonvinood^ that it is infinitely find 
nothing so dreadful and fooolvod 
Hoarto wo will in our Computa- 
tion, as Infamy an d voluntary 
Slavery «H»ted, Honor, Justice 
and Humanity forbid us tamely to 
surrender that Freedom which we 
receiv'd from our gallant Ances- 
tors, and which our innocent Pos- 
terity have a Right to receive 
from us. We cannot endure the 
Infamy and Guilt of resigning 
succeeding Generations to that 
Wretchedness which inevitably 
awaits them, if we basely entail 
hereditary Bondage upon them. 

Our Cause is just. Our Union 
is perfect. Our hoapts are re 
se)¥ed; — Our Hands are prepared. 
Our preparations are nearly com- 
pleted. Our internal Resources 
within our own Country are maay 
great; and our Assurance of for- 
eign Assistance is certain. We 
gratefully acknowledge as a singu- 
lar Instance of the Divine Good 
ness Favor and eonaidor it ao a 
singular mark of his Favor towards 
us, in not pownitting us to bo that 
his Providence would not permit 
us to be called into the severe Con- 
troversy, untill mtr we were grown 
up to our present Strength, was 
had been previously exercised in 
warlike Operations, to which some 
Ye a rs ago wo were almost watife 
ovHiBg^^BP awi TiwwBRf^^^tv w^ere pos- 
18247—06—3 



Our cause is just. Our union is 
perfect. Our internal resources 
are great, and, if necessary, for- 
eign assistance is undoubtedly at- 
tainable. — We gratefully acknowl- 
edge, as signal instances of the 
Divine favour towards us, that his 
Providence would not permit us 
to be called into this severe con- 
troveray, until we were grown up 
to our present strength, had been 
previously exercised in warlike 
operation, and possessed of the 
means of defending ourselves. — 
With hearts fortified with these 
animating reflections, we most 
solemnly, before God and the 
world, declare, that, exerting the 
utmost energy of those powers, 
which our beneficent Creator hath 
graciously bestowed upon us, the 
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sest of the Means for defending 
ourselve a, of whioh till lately wo 
woro in Want. With Hearts for- 
tified by these animating Reflec- 
tions, We do most solemnly before 
God and the World declare, that, 
exerting the utmost Energies of 
those Powers, which our benefi- 
cent Creator hath graciously be- 
stowed upon us, the Arms we have 
been *h«s compell'd by our Ene- 
mies to assume for our just 
Dofonoo^ we will in Defiance of 
every Hazard with unabating 
Firmness and perseverance, in Do 
fiance of every Haeard, now wo 
wiB employ for the preservation 
of our Liberties, deeming it infi 
nitoly preferable being with one 
Mind resolved to dye free men 
rather than to live Slaves. 

Least this Declaration should 
disquiet the Minds of our Friends 
and fellow subjects in any part of 
the Werid Empire, we assure 
them, that we mean not in any 
Manner to dissolve that Union 
with them i» which wo have has 
so long and so happily lived sub- 
sisted between us, and which we 
so ardently much sincerely wish to 
see restored. The Necessity must 
bo hard indeed has not yet driven 
us into that desperate Measure, or 
to excite their other Nations to war 
against them. We have not rais'd 
armies item with ambitious De- 
signs of separating from Great 
Britain and establishing independ- 



arms we have been compelled by 
our enemies to assume, we will, in 
defiance of every hazard, with un- 
abating firmness and perseverance, 
employ for the presevation of our 
liberties; being with our [one] 
mind resolved to dye Free-men 
rather than live Slaves. 



Lest this declaration should dis- 
quiet the minds of our friends and 
fellow-subjects in any part of the 
empire, we assure them that we 
mean not to dissolve that Union 
which has so long and so happily 
subsisted between us, and which we 
sincerely wish to see restored. — 
Necessity has not yet driven us into 
that desperate measure, or induced 
us to excite any other nation to 
war against them. — We have not 
raised armies with ambitious de- 
signs of separating from Great 
Britain, and establishing independ- 
ent states. We fight not for glory 
or for conquest. We exhibit to 
mankind the remarkable spectacle 



Declaration on Taking Arms 



35 



ent States. We bft^e fight uot is- 
vodod that lolnnd proffering to ito 
InhabitantQ Death op SlavoFy for 
Glory or for Conquest. We exhibit 
to Mankind the remarkable Specta- 
cle of a People ohargod till attack'd 
without any Imputation or even 
Suspicion of Offence by unpro- 
voked Enemies, who proffer to 
them the not milder Formo CeBcB- 
tiono than Death or S lavery boast 
of their Froodom Privil edges and 
Civilization, and yet proffer no 
milder Conditions than Death or 
i^av Servitude or Death. 

In our Native Land, in Defence 
of Libortioo the Liberty Freedom 
that is our Birthright, and which 
we ever enjoyed till the late Vio- 
lations of it, — for the Protection 
of our Property acquired, solely 
by the honest Industry of our 
Forefathers and ourselves, against 
wo have taken up armo, oolely to 
oppooo and ropell the violonoo 
actually offered to uo Violence ac- 
tually offered, we have taken up 
Arms. Wo shall We shall lay 
them down when Hostilities shall 
cease on the Part of the Aggres- 
sors, and all Danger of their being 
renewed, shall be removed, and not 
before. 

With an humble Confidence in 
the dmne Mercies of the su- 
preme and impartial Judge and 
Ruler of the Universe, we most 
devoutly implore Almighty God 
his divine Goodness to conduct us 
happily thro' this great Conflict, 



of a people attacked by unpro- 
voked enemies, without any impu- 
tation or even suspicion of offence. 
They boast of their privileges and 
civilization, and yet proffer no 
milder conditions than servitude 
or death. 



In our own native land, in de- 
fence of the freedom that is our 
birth-right, and which we ever 
enjoyed till the late violation of 
it — for the protection of our prop- 
erty, acquired solely by the honest 
industry of our fore-fathers and 
ourselves, against violence actually 
offered, we have taken up arms. 
We shall lay them down when hos- 
tilities shall cease on the part of 
the aggressors, and all danger of 
their being renewed shall be re- 
moved, and not before. 



With an humble confidence in 
the mercies of the supreme and 
impartial Judge and Ruler of the 
universe, we most devoutly im- 
plore his divine goodness to pro- 
tect us happily through this great 
conflict, to dispose our adversaries 
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to dispose our Adversaries toBec- 
onciliatioii on Reasonable Terms, 
and thereby to relieve the Empire 
from the Evfls Calamities of Civil 
War. 



to reconciliation on reasonable 
terms, and thereby to relieve the 
empire from the calamities of civil 
war. 
By order of Congress, 
John Hancock, 

President. 
Attested, 

Charles Thomson, 

Secretary.^ 
PhUaddphia, July 6th, 1775. 

' ThiB address was printed Id the Penntyltania Packet, 10 Joly, 1775. A contem- 
porary traoBlation of this paper into the Italian is in the JefferK>n Papers: "Dichia- 
raadone dei Rappreeentanti delle Colonie unite deir America settentiionale adnnati 
in Congresso Generale in Filadelfia, che eetpone le ragioni della loro necessiti di 
prender V arm!." It bears annotations by the translator, bat I have not identified 
the writer. 
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FRANKLIN'S ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION » 

FR1DAY.JULY21, 1775 

Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union, entred into 
proposed by the Delegates of the several Colonies of New Hampshire, 
&c, in general Congress met at Philadelphia, May 10, 1776. 

Abt. I. 

The Name of this Confederacy shall henceforth be The United 
Colonies of North America. 

Art. II. 

The said United Colonies hereby severally enter into a firm Lieague 
of Friendship with each other, binding on themselves and their Pos- 
terity, for their common Defence ond Offence, against their Enemies 
for the Security of their Liberties and Propertys, the Safety of their 
Persons and Families, and their oonmion aad mutual and general 
Welfare. 

^ In a volume of the Papers of the CorUinenUd Qmgress No. 9, containing a history of 
the Confederation, the first entry in the writing of Charles Thomson reads: 

''July 21. 1776. Agreeably to Order the Congress resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the whole to take into Consideration the State of America, when doct B. 
Franklin submitted to their Consideration the following Sketch of Articles of Con- 
federation." 

The original MS. is in No. 47, folio 1. It has long been believed that the trade 
propositions submitted by Franklin on this day originally formed part of the Articles 
of Confederation, and the two documents are usually printed together. In 1775 a 
British vessel captured copies on their way to South Carolina and the two papers were 
published as one; and again in the Archives of New Jersey, vol. X, p. 691. But 
Thomson'sentrymust be conclusive. The Articles were probably submitted by Frank- 
lin of his own motion. 
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Art. UI. 

That each Colony shall enjoy and retain as much as it may think fit 
of its own present Laws, Customs, Rights, aed Privileges, and pecu- 
liar Jurisdictions within its own Limits; and may amend its own Con- 
stitution as shall seem best to its own Assembly or Convention. 

Abt. IV. 

That for the more convenient Management of general Interests, 
Delegates shall be annually elected in each Colony to meet in General 
Congress at such Time and Place as shall be agreed on in eaeh the 
next preceding Congress. Only where particular Circimistances do 
not make a Deviation necessary, it is undei*stood to be a Rule, that 
each succeeding Congress be held in a different Colony till the whole 
Number be gone through, and so in perpetual Rotation; and that 
accordingly the next Congress after the present shall be held in the 
at Annapolis in Maryland. 

Art. V. 

That the Power and Duty of the Congress shall extend to the 
Determining on War and Peace, to sending and receiving ambassa- 
dors, and entring into Alliances, [the Reconciliation with Great 
Britain;] the Settling all Disputes and Differences between Colony and 
Colony about Limits or any other cause if such should arise; and the 
Planting of new Colonies when proper. 

The Congress shall also make and propooo such general Rognlationfl 
Ordinances as tho' necessary to the General Welfare, particular Assem- 
blies from their looal Ciroum cannot be competent to; viz. ouch oo 
may relate to those that may relate to our general Commerce; or gen- 
eral Currency; to the Establishment of Posts; and the Regulation of 
our common Forces. The Congress shall also have the Appointment 
of all General Officers, civil and military, appertaining to the general 
Confederacy, such as General Treasurer, Secretary, &c. 

Art. VI. 

All Charges of Wars, and all other general Expences to be incurr'd 
for the common Welfare, shall be defrayed out of a conunon Treasury, 
which is to be supply'd by each Colony in proportion to its Number 
of Male Polls between 16 and 60 Years of Age; the Taxes for paying 
that proportion are to be laid and levied by the Laws of each Colony. 
And all AdvantagoQ gained at a common Expw ieer 
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Abt. vn. 

The Number of Delef^ates to be elected and sent to the Congress by 
each Colony, shall be regulated from time to time by the Number of 
such Polls returned; so as that one Delegate be allowed for every [6000] 
Polls. And the Delegates are to bring with them to every Congress, 
an authenticated Ketum of the number of Polls in the respective 
Provinces which is to be annually triennially taken for the Purposes 
above mentioned. 

Art. Vm. 

At every Meeting of the Congress One half of the Members returned 
exclusive of Proxies be necessary to make a Quorum, and Each Dele- 
gate at the Congress, shall have a Vote in all Cases; and if necessarily 
absent, shall be allowed to appoint any other Delegate from the same 
Colony to be his Proxy, who may vote for him. 

Art. IX. 

An executive Council shall be appointed by the Congress out of their 
own Body, consisting of [12] Persons; of whom in the first Appoint- 
ment one Third, viz. [4], shall be for one year, [4] for two Years, and 
[4] for three Years; and as the said Terms expire, the Vacancy shall 
be filled by Appointments for three Years, whereby One Third of the 
Members will be changed annually. And each Person who has served 
the said Term of three Years as Counsellor, shall have a Respite of 
three Years, before he can be elected again. The Appointments te -be 
dotorminod by Bollot. This Council (of whom two thirds shall be a 
Quorum,) in the Recess of the Congress is to execute what shall have 
been enjoin'd thereby; to manage the general continental Business and 
Interests to receive Applications from foreign Countries; to prepare 
Matters for the Consideration of the Congress; to fill up [/Vo tempore] 
general continental Offices that fall vacant; and to draw on the Gen- 
eral Treasurer for such Monies as may be necessary for general 
Services, & appropriated by the Congress to such Services. 

Art. X. 

No Colony shall engage in an offensive War with any Nation of 
Indians without the Consent of the Congress, or great Council above 
mentioned, who are first to consider the Justice and Necessity of 
such War. 
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Abt. XI. 

A perpetual Alliance offensive and defensive, is to be enterM into 
as soon as may be with the Six Nations; their Limits to be ascertained 
and secur'd to them; their Land not to be encroachM on, nor any pri- 
vate or Colony Purchases made of them hereafter to be held good; 
nor any Contract for Lands to be made but between the Great Coun- 
cil of the Indians at Onondaga and the Greneral Congress. The Bounda- 
ries and Lands of all the other Indians shall also be ascertain'd and 
secur'd to them in the same manner; and Persons appointed to reside 
among them in proper Districts, who shall take care to prevent Injus- 
tice in the Trade with them, and be enabled at our general Expence 
by occasional small Supplies, to relieve their personal Wants and Dis- 
tresses. And all Purchases from them shall be by the Gonorol Con- 
gress for the General Advantage and Benefit of the United Colonies. 

Abt. Xn. 

As all new Institutions are S ubject to may have Imperfections which 
only Time and Experience can discover, it is agreed, That the General 
Congress from time to time shall propose such Amendments of this 
Constitution as they may be found necessary; which being approved 
by a Majority of the Colony Assemblies, shall be equally binding with 
the rest of the Articles of this Confederation. 

Abt. Xni. 

Any e^ker and every Colony from Great Britain upon the Continent 
of North America and not at present engag'd in our Association shM 
may upon Application and joining the said Association be received into 
this Confederation, viz. [Ireland] the West India Islands, Quebec, St. 
Johns, Nova Scotia, Bermudas, and the East and West Floridas; and 
shall thereupon be entitled to all the Advantages of our Union, mutual 
Assistance and Commerce. 

These Articles shall be proposed to the several Provincial Conven- 
tions or Assemblies, to be by them considered, and if approv'd they 
are advis'd to impower their Delegates to agree to and ratify the same 
in the ensuing Congress. After which the Union thereby established 
is to continue firm till the Terms of Reconciliation proposed in the 
Petition of the last Congress to the King are agreed to; till the Acts 
since made restraining the American Commerce and Fisheries are 
repeal'd; till Reparation is made for the Injury done to Boston by 
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shuttiDg ap its Port; for the Burning of Charlestown; and for the 
Expence of this unjust War; and till all the British Troops are with- 
drawn from America. On the Arrival of these Events the Olonies 
[shall] return to their former Connection and Friendship with Britain: 
But on Failure thereof this Confederation is to be perpetual.' 

* Endorsed, 

''Sketch of Articles of Confederation. July '76. 

"This sketch in hand writ* of Doct Franklin. 
**Read before Congress July 21, 1776." 

A manuscript in the Library of Congress gives a copy of the Franklin Articles of 
Confederation and some comments or amendments made by G: W., t. e, Qeorge 
Wythe. The comments are as follows: 



New Hampshire 
Massachusetts . . 

Conecticut 

Rhode Island . . 

NYork 

New Jersey 

Pensylvania 

Lower Counties. 

Maryland 

Virginia 

North Carolina . 
South Carolina . 




4S 



The present 

plan (6 000) 

pollatoa 

I>elegate 

sappoMd. 



Near 6^ 
18 

101 



124} 



' ' Massach : Pensylvania Virginia & Maryland 66 members more than half the whole. 

" Remarks by G. W. 

'^ Addition to 6th article, 
and the Delegates are to Bring with them to Every Congress an authenticated Return 
of the No. of the polls in their respective Colonies which is to be triennially taken 
in order that Each Colonies proportion of the General taxes may be Equitably 
affixed. 

"Art 7th. 

"Each Colony shall Choose what No. of Delegates the Assembly or Convention 
of such Colony pleases not Exceeding for any one Colony. 

"Art 8th. 

" Each Delegate at the Congress shall have a vote in the first Instance in all Cases 
but if any Colony or Colonies are Dissatisfied with the majority of voices so taken 
the Colonies shall be Called seperately and Each Colony whatever its No of Dele- 
gates may be, shall have only one vote as hath heretofore been Customary in 
Congress." 
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FRIDAY. JULY 21.1775 



The committee appointed to devise ways and means to 
protect the trade of these colonies, brought in their report, 
which was read. 



Benjcmiin Franldim * 

Whereas It hath pleased God to 
bless these Countries with a most 
plentiful Harvest, whereby much 
corn [ ] and other Provisions 

can be spared to foreign Nations 
who may want the same. 

Resolved^ That from and after 
after the expiration of Six Months 
from the [20th of July Instant,]" 
being one full year after being 
the Day appointed by a late Act of 
theParliament of Great Britain, for 
restraining the Trade of the Con- 
federate Colonies, all the Custom- 
Houses themn (if the said Act be 
not first rescinded) shall be shut up, 
and all the OfScers of the same 



Richxird Henry Lee 

Whereas it hath pleased God to 
bless these Colonies with a most 
plentiful Harvest, whereby much 
Corn and other provisions can be 
spared to foreign Nations who 
may want the same; and whereas 
by some late Acts of the British 
Parliament for restraining the 
Trade of the Confederate Colonies 
they are prohibited from export- 
ing their produce to any other 
place than Great Britain, Ireland 
and the British West Indies 

Resolved that on the oxpiro 
^i^ of [months] next, all the 
Custom houses in the said confed- 
erate Colonies (if the said Acts be 



'In the Paper* of the Continental ConffresSy No. 24, folio 7, is a page in the writing 
of Benjamin Franklin, giving certain resolutions on trade. The, endorsement reads: 
"Articles of Ck)nfederation and a proposal for opening the ports of N. A. read July 
21, 1776. referred. On motion, postponed for further consideration.*' The words 
"Articles of Confederation" and " referred '* have been stricken out. In the same 
collection. No. 36, IV, folio 167, is an undated paper, in the writing of Richard 
Henry Lee, on the subject of trade, and with phrases not unlike those of the Frank- 
lin propositions. There is no date in the endorsement, but I print the two papers 
together, as in all probability they were intended for the same purpose. 

' Brackets inserted by Franklin. 
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discharged from the Execution of 
their several Functions, and all 
the Ports of the said Olonies are 
hereby declared to be thenceforth 
open to the Ships of every State 
in Europe that will admit our 
Commerce and protect it; who 
may [torn] and expose to Sale free 
of all Duties their respective 
Produce and Manufactures, and 
every kind of Merchandize, ex- 
cepting Teas, and the Merchandize 
of Great Britain, Ireland, and the 
British West India Islands. 

jResohed, That we will to the 
utmost of our Power, maintain 
and support this Freedom of Com- 
merce for two years certain after 
its Commencement, any Reconcil- 
iation between us and Britain not- 
withstanding; and as much longer 
beyond that Term, as the late Acts 
of Parliament for Restraining the 
Commerce and Fisheries, and 
altering the Laws and Charters of 
any of the Colonies, shall continue 
unrepealed. 



not first repealed) shall be shut up, 
and all the Officers of the same 
discharged from the execution of 
their several functions; and all the 
Ports of the said Colonies are 
hereby declared, to be thenceforth 
open to the Ships of every Foreign 
state in Europe that may think 
proper to enter them for the pur- 
pose of purchasing our Produce 
that such States may bring in and 
expose to sale free of all duties 
their respective produce and man- 
ufactures and every kind of Mer- 
chandise, except Teas, and the 
Merchandise of 6. Britain, Ire- 
land, and the British West India 
Islands 

Resclved that we will to the ut- 
most of our power maintain and 
support this freedom of Commerce 
for certain after its commence- 
ment, and as much longer beyond 
that term, as the late Acts of Par- 
liament, for restraining the Com- 
merce and Fisheries and altering 
the laws and charters of any of the 
Colonies shall continue unrepealed. 

JSesohed That in the opinion 
el all exportation from the Con- 
federate Colonies by the Colonists 
themselves shall cease m after the 
day of next As well 

to prevent by M every means in 
our power the Army and Ships of 
war of our Enemies from being 
supplied with provisions, as to 
compel the most speedy and just 
settlement of the (Uspute between 
these Colonies and Great Britain. 
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jay's report 
monday, octoter 2, 1775 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the report 
of the Committee on trade, and, the same being read, 

Upon motion. 

Resolved^ That this Congress will, to Morrow, resolve 
itself into a committee of the whole, to take into consid- 
eration the above report. 

Yoar Committee having in obedience to the order of this House 
taken into Consideration the Trade of the thirteen United Colonies, 
are of opinion 

1. That the Ref^ulations respecting Imports and Exports af^eed to 
by this and the preceding Congress ought to be continued and observed. 
And further that no Lurnber^ Hides^ Leather^ live stocky or Deer Skins, 
should be exported from these Colonies to any Part of the World. 

2. That the Island of Bermuda be permitted under the Direction 
and Inspection of the Provincial Convention or Committee of S afety 

el General Committee of the City of ^ [ ] in the Colony of 

annually to purchase for their own Consumption and export from the 

Port of , and from no other Place. And that they be allowed 

to pay for the same in Salt or any other Commodities not of the 
Growth or Manufacture of or exported from Great Britain or Ireland, 
except Tea. 

3. As the Cessation of the American Trade with Ireland originated 
in Policy dictated by Principles of self Preservation and may be 
attended with Distress to a People who have always manifested a 
Noble Regard to the Rights of Mankind and have ever been friendly 
to these much injured Colonies, Your Conmiittoe apo of opinion that 
groat Kindnoaa and Attention ought to bo paid to ouoh of that opppooood 
Nation oo have or may oomo to settle in America, and that it be cap 
no s tly pooonamendod by this Congpooo to the good People of thooo Col 

^ These four words are in a writing other than Jay's. 
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onioB to lot thorn hnvo Lnndo tit a ohoop Biito, and on oooy Towns ^-ftBd 
thftt tho QO¥OHil Con¥ontioDO nnd AooomblioQ and Committooo through 
out thooo oonf odoroto Countrioo, ftflfoFd thorn Aid and do thorn -e^erf 
friondly offioo> And it having been represented to your (Jommittee 
that the withholding Flax seed from Ireland will be attended with a 
much greater Degree of Distress and Ruin to the poor of that King- 
dom, than the Congress apprehended, they are of opinion that our 
Friends and Fellow Subjects in Ireland should be admitted to take 
Flax seed from these Colonies in Exchange for all such Powder and 
other military Stores and woolen Yam of their Manufacture as they 
shall bring to America. 

4. That as the Manufactury of Woolens in these Colonies, tho' 
rapidly advancing may not furnish an immediate Supply of Cloathing, 
your Committee think it would be for the Interest of the Inhabitants 
to go into the Practice of wearing Door Skin leather Waist Coats 
and Breeches, and that the Members of this Congress should set the 
EiXample. 

5. That to encourage the internal Commerce of these Colonies, your 
Committee think Provision should be made to facilitate Land Carriage, 
and therefore are of opinion that it should be recommended by this 
Congress to the several provincial Conventions and Assemblies, to 
put their Roads in good Repair, and particularly the great Roads that 
lead from Colony to Colony. And that such Troops as may be quar- 
tered and unemployed in the Neighbourhood of such Roads be aiding 
and assisting therein. And that the Colony who shall employ any 
Soldiers in that Service, pay to each M^ of them the (sixth of a dollar) 
for every Day in which they shall be so employed. * 

^Thk paper, in the writing of John Jay, is in Ptxpen of the Ctmimenkd Oongrem, 
No. 24, folio 1, and bears an endorsement: '' Report of the Committee on Trade 
No. 1. Bead Monday, 2 Oct 1776, referred to the Committee of the Whole, 
appointed to sit Octr 3." 
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
FRIDAY. OCTOBER 13. 1775 

In the Committee of the Whole.* • 

That whiitovop Fooolutionfl the CongFooo oomo into Folfttivo to the 
non impoptotion and non exportation ogpoomont should bo oonoluoivo 
during thio ooooion of Congrooo. 

Oct. 13.' That it is the opinion of this conmiittee that New York, 
the lower counties on Delaware, N? Carolina and Georgia ought not to 
avail themselves of the benefit allowed to them by the last restraining 
Act and therefore that no persons should apply at the Custom houses 
in those colonies for clearances or other documents, which other colo- 
nies are deprived of by said restraining act for securing the navigation 
of vessels with cargoes from their ports.' 

26' That it bo rooonmiondod the Bovopal provincial Afloomblioo, 
Conventions or oounoils of safety of the united oolonioo to export to 
the foFoign West Indies on aooount and risque of their rospootivo 
Colony OS much provision or any other produce except homed cattle, 
sheep, hogs and poultry, as they may doom noocosary for the importa 
tion of awns, anmumition, sulphur and salt potro. * 

31' That no Rice be exported under the exception contained in the 
4V* Article of the Association from any of the United Colonies to Great 
Britain Ireland or the Islands of Jersey, Guernsey Sark Aldemey or 
Man or any other European Island or Settlement within the British 
Dominions. '^ 

^Thifl is a manuscript in the writing of Charles Thomson, found in Papers of the 
OonHnenial CongresSy No. 24, folio 3. I place it under the first date on the paper, 
although the Journals do not show that any resolutions were reported from the 
committee on that day. On the reverse are two sets of lines, one headed by n and 
the other by a, six noes and three ayes, but to which paragraph the vote applied 
cannot be determined. 

'These figures are in the margin. 

'This paragraph is printed in the Journals, 1 November, 1776. 

*0n the margin is the word "Reported." The paragraph is printed in the Jour- 
nals, 26 October, 1775. 

'These paragraphs are printed in the Journals, 1 November, 1775. 
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That no live stock (necessary sea stores at the discretion of the 
Conunittees, and horses excepted) be exported from these colonies, or 
water borne except in rivers, bays or sounds.' 

That as the Manufactury of Woolens in these C!oIonies tho^ rap- 
idly advancing may not furnish an immediate supply of clothing, it 
would be for the interest of the Inhabitants to go into the practice of 
wearing leathern waistcoats and breeches as far as may be consistent 
with the convenience and necessities of Individuals and that the Mem- 
bers of this Congress should set the example. And that it be earnestly 
recommended to all dealers in skins to sell them at the usual price 
and not take advantage of any additional demand for that article which 
may happen. 
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LORD NORTH-S MOTION 

MONDAY, JULY 31, 1775 

The Congress took into consideration the report of the 
committee on the resolve of the house of Commons, and 
the same being debated by paragraphs, was agreed to as 
follows : 

here insert it ^ 

The several Assemblies of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, 
having referred to the Congress a resolution of the House of Com- 
mons of Great Britain, which resolution is in these words: 

lMn», e(P Die Fd>. 1775. 

The Hou%e in a Committee on the Aniefrican papers. Motion made^ 
wad question proposed: 

That it is the opinion of this Committee^ that when the General 
Cov/ncil amd Assembly^ or General Court of amy of his MajesUfs prov- 
inces^ or colonies in America^ shall propose to make provision^ according 
to the condition^ oircumsta^nce^ or situation of such province or colony^ 
for contributing their proportion to the common defence {such proportion 
to he raised imder the authority of the General Courts or General Assem- 
hly of such province or colony^ am.d disposable hy Parliament) and shall 
enga^fe to make provision also^ for the support of the civil governments 
and the administration of justice in such province or colony ^ it will 

^ This report was not entered upon the JoomalB. 
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he proper^ if stich proposal shall he approved hy his Majesty^ a/nd the 
two Souses of Parliament^ and for so long as 9U4)h provision shaU he 
made accordingly^ to forbear in respect of such province or colony^ to 
lay any duty^ taa, or assessments or to impose amy farther dndy^ tax^ or 
assessment J except only such duties as it nvay he expedient to continue to 
levy or impose^ for the regulation of commerce; the net produce or 
the dutieslast mentioned to he carried to the account of stush province or 
colony respectively. 

Report on Lord NortKs Motion * 



The Congress proceeding to take 
into their consideration a resolu- 
tion of the House of Commons of 
Gr. Br. referred to them by the 
several assemblies of New Jersey, 
Pnnsylv* and Virg*, which resol" 
is in these words '^ that it is the 
opinion &c" are of Opinion 

That the colonies of America 
possess i» the exclusive rigb^ priv- 
ilege of giving and granting their 
own money; that this involves a 
right of deliberating whether they 
will give any oumo make any gift, 
for what purposes they will give 
^ben it shall be made, and what 
shall be it^s tibe amount of the 
gy^- and that it is a high breach 
of tills privilege for any body of 
men, extraneous to their constitu- 
tions, to prescribe the purposes for 
which money shall be levied on 



The Congress took the said reso- 
lution into consideration, and are 
thereupon, of opinion, 



That the colonies of America 
are entitled to the sole and exclu- 
sive privilege of giving and grant- 
ing their own money: that this 
involves a right of deliberating 
whether they ¥rill make any gift, 
for what purposes it shall be made, 
and what shall be its amount; and 
that it is a high breach of this 
privilege for any body of men, 
extraneous to their constitutions, 
to prescribe the purposes for which 
money shall be levied on them, to 
take to themselves the authority 



^In his ''AutobioKraphy" Jefferson wrote: ''On the 22d. of July Dr Franklm, 
Mr. Adams, R H. Lee and myself, were appointed a commee to consider and report 
on Ld. North's conciliatory resolntion. The answer of the Virginia Assembly on 
that sabject having been approved I was requested by the commee to prepare this 
report, which will acoonnt for the similarity of featore in the two instmments." 
Wryimgi of Thomas J^enon, ( Ford) , 1, 18. This first form of the report was probably 
submitted on July 25, and laid on the table. The original of this draft report is in 
the Jefferson Manuscripts in the Library of Congress, Fifth Series, Vol. VIII, No. 6. 
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them, mad to take to themselves 
the authority of judging what shall 
bo a ouffioiont levy of their condi- 
tions circumstances, and situations, 
and of determining the suffieionoy 
OF insuffioionoy of any the levy 
propoQod amount of the contribu- 
tion to be levied. 

That as they possess a right of 
appropriating their gifts, so are 
they entitled at all times to in- 
quire into it^s their application; to 
see that k they be not distribute d 
wasted among the venaland corrupt 
te-sap for the purpose of sapping 
undermining theip the civil rights 
of the givers, of ovorbooring them 
by with military force power by 
diverting them nor yet applied be 
diverted to the support of stand- 
ing armies for the purpose of over 
bearing these righto by military 
inconsistent with domestic quiet 
the right to make their freedom and 
subversive of ee* their quiet. To 
propose therefore as this resolu- 
tion does that the monies given by 
the colonies shall be subject to the 
disposal of parliament alone, is to 
propose that they shall ourrender 
give away relinquish this right of 
enquiry; and te put it in the power 
of others to render their gifts ruin- 
ous in proportion as they are lib- 
eral. 

That this privilege of giving or 
of withholding our monies is an 
impoi-tant barrier against m the 
undue exertion of prerogative, 
which if left altogether without 



of judging of their conditions, cir- 
cumstances, and situations, and of 
determining the amount of the 
contribution to be levied. 



That as the colonies possess a 
right of appropriating their gifts, 
so are they entitled at all times to 
enquire into theii application, to 
see that they be not wasted among 
the venal and corrupt for the pur- 
pose of undermining the civil 
rights of the givers, nor yet be 
diverted to the support of stand- 
ing armies, inconsistent with their 
freedom and subversive of their 
quiet. To propose, therefore, as 
this resolution does, that the 
monies given by the colonies shall 
be subject to the disposal of par- 
liament alone, is to propose that 
they shall relinqubh this right of 
inquiry, and put it in the power 
of others to render their gifts 
ruinous, in proportion as they are 
liberal. 



That this privilege of giving or 
of withholding our monies, is 
an important barrier against the 
undue exertion of prerogative, 
which, if left altogether without 
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controul mgh^ may be exercised 
to our great oppression; and that 
io also and all history shews it^s 
how efficacious it's intercession for 
redress of grievances and re-estab- 
lishment of rights and how im- 
provident would be the surrender 
of so powerful a mediator. 
Wo are f urthop of opinio e 
That the proposition contained 
in this resolution is unoondid wst- 
eq«a} unreasonable and insidious: 
unoandid unequal unreasonable be- 
cause if we declare we accede to it 

out reservation we will purchase 
the favour of parliament not with 
e«it knowg ae^ at the same time 
what and leave the prioo of that 
puFohase to bo fixed by the sellore 
idoBe^at what price they will please 
to estimate their favour; it is in- 
sidious because a colony on rofusal 
of any a proffopcd sum any individ- 
ual colonies having bid and bidden 
again till k they find the height of 
pariiamon tofy avidity of the seller 
unattainable by all '^f% their pow- 
ei*s, are then to return into oppo- 
sition single and unsupp orted di- 
vided from itta their sister colonies 
having being in the meantime boon 
takes whom the minister shiA will 
have previously being artfully de- 
tached f Pom the Union by aooopt 
anee a grant of easier terms, op 
deluded into inactivity by hooping 
up into a definitive anowop op by 
delaying of a the dofinitivo answop 
or by an artful procrastination of 
a definitive answer. 



controul, may be exercised to our 
great oppression; and aU history 
shews how efficacious is its inter- 
cession for redress of grievances 
and re-establishment of rights, and 
how improvident it would be to 
part with so powerful a mediator. 



We are of opinion that the prop- 
osition contained in this resolution 
is unreasonable and insidious: Un- 
reasonable, because, if we declare 
we accede to it, we declare, with- 
out reservation, we will purchase 
the favor of parliament, not 
knowing at the same time at what 
price they will please to estimate 
their favor; it is insidious, be- 
cause, individual colonies, having 
bid and bidden again, till they find 
the avidity of the seller too great 
for all their powers to satisfy; are 
then to return into opposition, 
divided from their sister colonies 
whom the minister will have pre- 
viously detached by a grant of 
easier terms, or by an artful pro- 
crastination of a definitive answer. 



Lord NortVs Motion 



59 



That the suspension of the exer- 
cise of their pretended power to 
tttx levy te teeof taxation being ex- 
pressly made commensurate with 
the duiotion continuance of our 
gifts, in order these must be per- 
petual to make that so: wad-^iperi- 
onoo hofl in¥ftriftbly proved that to 
Fondor a governing power porpot 
ually independent it is not the be e t 
method of prooorving the friend 
ship and good offioos of any part 
of government to render it indo 
pendent by vesting it with porpot 
ual rovonuoG and whereas no ex- 
perience has shewn that a gift of 
perpetual revenues secures a per- 
petual return of duty or of geed 
kind dispositions. On the contrary 
the parliament itself, with a wis 
dom wo moan worthy to imitation 
prudently cautiously wisely atten- 
tive to this oiroumsta aee observa- 
tion are in the established practice 
of granting their own money but 
from year to year only. 

Wo are of opinion that our 
brethren of Britain oven fair terms 
could hardly bo aoooptod by free 
men when attended with oiroum 
stanooo oo inoultivo oiroumstanooQ 

Tho' desirous and determined to 
consider in the most dispassionate 
M^t view every advance towards 
reconciliation made by the British 
parlmt, yet we feel what must 
could have been the sacrifice to men 
of free spirits had to accept even 
&ir terms been proffered as these 
were with the moot irritating cir- 



That the suspension of the exer- 
cise of their pretended power of 
taxation being expressly made 
pommensurate with the continu- 
ance of our gifts, these must be per- 



petual to make that so. Whereas 
no experience has shewn that a 
gift of perpetual revenue secures 
a perpetual return of duty or of 
kind disposition. On the con- 
trary, the parliament itself, wisely 
attentive to this observation, are 
in the established practice of grant- 
ing their supplies from year to 
year only. 



Desirous and determined, as we 
are, to consider, in the most dis- 
passionate view, every seeming 
advance towards a reconciliation 
made by the British parliament, 
let our brethren of Britain reflect, 
what would have been the sacrifice 
to men of free spirits, had even 
fair terms been proffered, as these 
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cumstances of insult and defiance. 
A proposition to give our money, 
wfhem aooorapanied with large fleets 
and armies seems addressed to our 
fears rather than to our freedom. 
Lot Britono our bFothfon of Brit 
M» ¥^eet with what patience ^ejF 
would they have received articles 
of treaty from any power on earth 
when Qont by such moooongoro 
plonipotontiftriofl — the — hafids — el 
borne by on the point of a bayonet 
by military plenipotentiaries? wt 
the point of a bayonet. 

We think that the attempt idike 
unaooountoblo and unnecessary and 
unaccountable to raise upon us by 
force or by threats our propor- 
tional contributions to the common 
defense, when all know, and them- 
selves acknowledge we have evw" 
ffocly and fully given those con- 
tributed whenever called upon as 
to contribute in the character [of] 
freemen should bo is one am ^^-a 
plain pFoof, among many othore 
that not the obtaining this but the 
Foduoing to their abooluto domin 
ion was not the ultimate end of 
Pariiamontary object of pariia 



We are of opinion it is not just 
yt the colonies should make any 
be required to oblige themselves 
Btipulato to other contributions 
whUe Great Britain possesses a 
monopoly of their trade. This is 
el does of itself lay them under a 
heavy contribution levied on thomi 
To demand therefore anetbe? addi- 



insidious proposals were with cir- 
cumstances of insult and defiance. 
A proposition to give our money, 
accompanied with large fleets and 
armies, seems addressed to our 
fears rather than to our freedom. 
With what patience would Britons 
have received articles of treaty 
from any power on earth when 
borne on the point of the bayonet 
by military plenipotentiaries? 



We think the attempt unneces- 
sary to raise upon us by force or 
by threats, our proportional con- 
tributions to the common defence, 
when all know, and themselves 
acknowledge, we have fully con- 
tributed, whenever called upon to 
do so in the character of freemen. 



We are of opinion it is not just 
that the colonies should be re- 
quired to oblige themselves to 
other contributions, while Great 
Britain possesses a monopoly of 
their trade. This of itself lays 
them under heavy contribution. 
To demand, therefore, additional 
aids in the form of a tax, is to de- 
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tional contribution by way in the 
form of a tax is to demand the 
double of their equal proportion. 
Wo eonooi¥o no roooon If we are to 
contribute propoptionably equally 
with the other parts of the empire, 
let us equally with them enjoy tike 
them equal righto of free com- 
merce with the whole world. But 
while the restrictions on our trade 
shut up to us the resources of 
wealth wo cannot boor it is it ub- 
just we should bo ojpootod to bear 
all other burthens equally with 
those to whom are under no po 
fltriotion ha¥0 every resource is 
open? 

9. We conceive that the Brit, 
pari, has no right to intermeddle 
with our provision for the sup- 
port of civil govermnt, or admin- 
istration of justice. That the pro- 
visions hao boon made in such 
manner as to wo have alroody we 
have made are such as please our- 
selves, they answer the substantial 
purposes of govermt and of justice, 
and other purposes than these 
should not be answered. We do 
not mean to burthen that our peo- 
ple shall be burthened with hea^ 
mmI oppressive taxes to provide 
sinecures for the dronoo of oroa 
tion ministerial pa ftisiws the idle 
or wicked under color of provid- 
ing for a civil list. But while 
parliament pursue their unm e- 
tested their plan of civil govmt 
within their own jurisdiction we 
also hope to pursue ours lAae with- 
out molestation. 



mand the double of their equal 
proportion: if we are to contrib- 
ute equally with the other parts 
of the empire, let us equally with 
them enjoy free commerce with 
the whole world. But while the 
restrictions on our trade shut to 
us the resources of wealth, is it 
just we should bear all other bur- 
thens equally with those to whom 
every resource is open? 



We conceive that the British 
parliament has no right to inter- 
meddle with our provisions for 
the support of civil government, 
or administration of justice. The 
provisions we have made, are such 
as please ourselves, and are agree- 
able to our own circumstances: 
they answer the substantial pur- 
poses of government and of jus- 
tice, and other purposes than these 
should not be answered. We do 
not mean that our people shall be 
burthened with oppressive taxes, 
to provide sinecures for the idle 
or the wicked, under colour of 
providing for a civil list. While 
parliament pursue their plan of 
civil government within their own 
jurisdiction, we also hope to pur- 
sue ours without molestation. 
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8. We are of opinion the propo- 
sition is altogether unsatisfactory, 
because the paFlia m^rt it imports 
only a suspension, not a renuncia- 
tion of the right to tax us; because 
too it m does not propose to re- 
peal the several acts of pari, passed 
for the purposes of restraining 
the trade and altering the form of 
government of the Eastern colo- 
nies; extending the boundaries, 
and changing the government and 
religion of Quebec; enlarging the 
jurisdiction of the courts of admi- 
ralty and vice admiralty; taking 
from us the rights of trial by a 
jury of the vicinage in cases affect- 
ing both life and property; e*- 
ompting the muFdoForo of oolo 
nifltQ f Fom legal trial transporting 
us into other countries to be tried 
for criminal offenses; exempting 
by mock-trial the murderers of 
colonists from punishment; and 
loF quartering soldiers on us in 
times of profound peace. Nor do 
they renounce the power of sus- 
pendingour own legislatures and of 
legislating for us themselves in all 
cases whatsoever. S o f aF indeed 
f Fom Fopoftling the injuFious aoto of 
pari. bofoFo mentioned they pooo 
othcFQ at the oamo time equally 
injuFioufl On the contrary to 
shew they mean no discontinuance 
of thoiF cflceFoioo of of injury a^^^ 
voFy time of making this propooi 
tien they are passing acts at the 
very time of making holding out 



We are of opinion the proposi- 
tion is altogetlier unsatis&ctory, 
because it imports only a suspen- 
sion of the mode, not a renuncia- 
tion of the pretended right to tax 
us: because, too, it does not pro- 
pose to repeal the several Acts of 
Parliament passed for the purposes 
of restraining the trade, and alter- 
ing the form of government of 
one of our colonies: extending the 
boundaries and changing the gov- 
ernment of Quebec; enlarging the 
jurisdiction of the courts of Ad- 
miralty and vice- Admiralty; tak- 
ing from us the rights of trial by 
a jury of the vicinage, in cases af- 
fecting both life and property; 
transporting us into other coun- 
tries to be tried for criminal of- 
fences; exempting, by mock-trial, 
the murderers of colonists from 
punishment; and quartering sol- 
diers on us in times of profound 
peace. Nor do they renounce the 
power of suspending our own 
legislatures, and of legislating for 
us themselves in all cases whatso- 
ever. On the contrary, to shew 
they mean no discontinuance of 
injury, they pass acts, at the very 
time of holding out this proposi- 
tion, for restraining the conmierce 
and fisheries of the provinces of 
New England, and for interdict- 
ing the trade of other colonies 
with all foreign nations, and with 
each other. This proves, unequiv- 
ocally, they mean not to relin- 
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this proposition, for restraining 
the commerce and fisheries of the 
provinces of New England and for 
interdicting in gonorol the trade 
of other colonies with all foreign 
nations. This proof is proves 
unequivocally of what wo may ex - 
pect in future they mean not ^»- 
oontinuanoo of to relinquish tine 
Uflurpation the exercise of indis- 
criminate legislation over us. 

Upon the whole 

This proposition seems to have 
been held up to the world to de- 
ceive th^ft it into a belief that tibe 
ooloniofl are unreaoonablo there 
was no matter &c. [that there was 
no matter in dispute between us 
but the single circumstance of 
the mode of levying taxes, which 
mode as they are so good as to give 
up to us, of course that the colo- 
nies are unreasonable if they are 
not thereby perfectly satisfied: 
whereas in truth our adversaries 
not only still claim a right of de- 
manding ad libitum and of taxing 
us themselves to the full amount 
of their demands if we do not ful- 
fill their pleasure, which leaves us 
without any thing we can call 
property, but what is of more im- 
portance and what they keep in 
this proposal out of sight as if 
no such point was in contest, they 
claim a right of altering all our 
charters and established laws which 
leaves us without the least security 
for our lives or liberties, the 
proposition seems also calculated 



quish the exercise of indiscrim- 
inate legislation over us. 



Upon the whole, this proposi- 
tion seems to have been held up to 
the world, to deceive it into a be- 
lief that there was nothing in dis- 
pute between us but the mode of 
levying taxes; and that the parlia- 
ment having now been so good as 
to give up this, the colonies are 
unreasonable if not perfectly sat- 
isfied: Whereas, in truth, our ad- 
versaries still claim a right of de- 
manding ad libitum^ and of taxing 
us themselves to the fuU amount 
of their demand, if we do not com- 
ply with it. This leaves us with- 
out any thing we can call property. 
But, what is of more importance, 
and what in this proposal they 
keep out of sight, as if no such 
point was now in contest between 
us, they claim a right to alter our 
charters and established laws, and 
leave us without any security for 
our lives or liberties. The propo- 
sition seems also to have been cal- 
culated more particularly to lull 
into fatal security, our weD- 
affected fellow subjects on the 
other side the water, till time 
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more particularly]^ fc«l and more 
particularly to lull into fatal se- 
curity our weD affected fellow sub- 
jects on ^bat the other side the 
water into a fatal ooourity till time 
should be given for the operation 
of those arms which a British min- 
ister pronounced would instanta- 
neously reduce the "ca?/wr<Sy" 
sons of America to unreserved sub- 
mission. But when the world re- 
flects how inadequate to justice are 
the vaunted terms offered, when it 
attends to the rapid and bold suc- 
cession of injuries which for the 
spaee during a course of 11 years 
have been aimed at these colonies 
by a wicked adminiotration, when 
it reviews the pacific and respect- 
ful applioationfl complaints expos- 
tulations which during that whole 
time have been made the sole arms 
we oppose to their uauppations 
them, when it oonoidoro observes 
that our complaints were either 
not heard at all, or were answered 
with new and accumulated injury, 



should be given for the operation 
of those arms, which a British 
minister pronounced would in- 
stantaneously reduce the ^^ cow- 
ardly^ sons of America to unre- 
served submission. But, when the 
world reflects how inadequate to 
justice are these vaunted terms; 
when it attends to the rapid and 
bold succession of injuries, which, 
during the course of eleven years, 
have been aimed at these colonies; 
when it reviews the pacific and 
respectful expostulations, which, 
during that whole time, were the 
sole arms we opposed to them; 
when it observes that our com- 
plaints were either not heard at 
all, or were answered with new and 
acciuuulated injury; when it recol- 
lects that the minister himself, on 
an early occasion, declared 'Hhat 
he would never treat with Amer- 
ica, till he had brought her to his 
feet,'' and that an avowed partisan 
of ministry has more lately de- 
nounced against us the dreadful 



^ A paragraph inaerted. A manuscript in the writing of Benjamin Franklin, foond 
in the Jefferson Papers, proves that this paragraph was an amendment offered by 
Franklin. This paper is as foUows: 

« amendment by !> Franklin. 

''that there was no Matter in Dispute between us but the single Circumstance of 
the Mode of Levying Taxes, which Mode as they are so good as to give up to us; of 
course that the Colonies are unreasonable if they are not thereby perfectly satisfied: 
Whereas in truth our Adversaries not only still claim a Right of demanding ad 
libitum, and of taxing us themselves to the full Amount of their Demands if we do 
not fulfiU their Pleasure, which leaves us without anything we can call Property; but 
what is of more importance, and what they keep in thifl Proposal out of sight, as if 
no such Point was in Contest, they claim a Right (and actually do practice it) of 
altering all our Charters and established Laws, which would leave us not the Shadow 
of Liberty without the least Security for our Lives or Liberty. The Proposition 
seems also calculated more particularly <&c^* 
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when it oonoidoro recollects that the 
minister himself declared f yom the 
beginning on an fownoF early occa- 
sion he would never cease [bla/nk 
space in copy] ^ till America was at 
his feet, and that an avowed par- 
tisan of ministry has more lately 
denounced against America the 
dreadful sentence *'Delenda est 
Carthago,'^ that this was done in 
the presence of a British senate 
and being unreproved by them we 
must oonoidoFod be taken to be 
ao oppFovod their own sentiment; 
when it considers the great arma- 
ments by ooo and land with which 
they have invaded us by ooa and 
kH9kd, and the circumstances of 
cruelty with which these have com- 
menced and prosecuted hostilities; 
when these things we say are laid 
together and attentively consid- 
ered, can the world be deceived by 
the artifioofl of a minifltry into an 
opinion that we are unreasonable, 
or can it hesitate to believe with 
us that nothing but our own exer- 
tions ea» may defeat the ministerial 
sentence of death or submission. 



sentence, ^^ddenda est CJarthago;'^'^ 
that this was done in the presence 
of a British senate, and being un- 
reproved by them, must be taken 
to be their own sentiment, (espe- 
cially as the purpose has already 
in part been carried into execu- 
tion, by their treatment of Boston 
and burning of Charles-Town;) 
when it considers the great arma- 
ments with which they have in- 
vaded us, and the circumstances of 
cruelty with which these have com- 
menced and prosecuted hostilities; 
when these things, we say, are laid 
together and attentively consid- 
ered, can the world be deceived 
into an opinion that we are un- 
reasonable, or can it hesitate to 
believe with us, that nothing but 
our own exertions may defeat the 
ministerial sentence of death or 
abject submission. 

By ordei' of the Congress, 
John Hancock, 

Pbesidbnt' 

PhUaddpkia^ Jidy 31, 1776. 



' In the final version the words "that he would never treat with America till he 
had brought her to his feet" are inserted here. 
' This paper was printed in the PenMylvoMa Packet, 7 August, 1776. 
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RECESS COMMITTEE 

FRIDAY. DECEMBER 15. 1775 

The Committee appointed to prepare instructions for 
the Committee who are to sit during the recess of Con- 
gress, brought in their report, which was read. 

The Committee appointed to consider and prepare instructions for a 
committee cUms^ who are to sit during the recess of Congress have 
agreed to the following Resolutions: 

Besohed^ that it is the opinion of this committee that the said Com- 
mittee during the Recess of Congress should be authorised and 
instructed 

To receive and open ail letters directed to the Congress and to give 
ouoh anoworo to the oftmo oo they shall bo authorieod to give. 

To correspond with the several Conventions, Assemblies, or Com- 
mittees of safety, with the Committee of Congress sent to Canada, the 
Commissioners for Indian affairs; and the Commanding officers of the 
Continental forces in the several departments. 

To give counsel to the said conmianding officers whenever applied 
to by them. 

To supply the Continental forces by sea and land with all neces- 
saries from time to time. 

To expedite the striking monies ordered by the Congress to be 
struck. 

To transmit to the several Commanding officers. Paymasters and 
Commissaries from time to time such sums of money as may be neces- 
sary for the pay and subsistence of the Continental forces, and to 
dfftw on order paiment by the Treasurers for such contracts as the 
said conunittee may make in pursuance of the authorities and instruc- 
tions given them. 

To take charge of all Military stores belonging to the United colo- 
nies, to procure such further quantities as may probably be wanted. 
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and to order any part thereof wheresover it may be most requisite for 
the Common service. 

To direct the safe keeping and comfortable acconmiodation of all 
Prisoners of war. 

To contribute their counsel and authority towards raising recruits 
ordered by C!ongress. 

To procure intelligence of the condition and designs of the enemy. 

To direct military operations by sea and land; not changing any 
objects or expeditions determined on by Congress. 

To attend to the defence and preservation of forts and strong posts 
and to prevent the enemy from acquiring new holds. 

To apply to such officers in the several colonies as are entrusted 
with the executive powers of government for the aid of their occa- 
sional aid of Minute-men and militia whenever and wherever necessary. 

In case of the death of any officer within the appointment of Con- 
gress, to employ a person to fulfil his duties, ii until the meeting of 
Congress, il unless the office be of such a nature as to admit a delay of 
appointment until such meeting. 

To examine public claims and accounts and report the same to the 
next Congress. 

To publish and disperse authentic accounts of military operations. 

To expedite the printing of the Journals of Congress as by them 
directed to be published. 

To summon a meeting of Congress at an earlier day than that to 
which it may stand adjourned, if any great and unexpected emergence 
shall render it necessary for the safety or good of the United colonies. 

To prooupo intolligcnoo of the Condition and dosignfl of the enemy. 

And to lay before the Congress at their meeting all letters received 
by them with a report of their proceedings. 

Re^obced^ that the said Committee be authorized to appoint their 
own clerk who shall take an oath of secrecy before he enters on the 
exercise of his office. 

Resolved^ that in case of the death of any member of the said Com- 
mittee, they immediately apply to the his surviving dologotofl of the 
coUegues to appoint some one of themselves to be a member of the 
said Committee. 

Resolved^ that the Treasurers be directed to pay out of the Conti- 
nental Monies in their hands, all Draughts made on them by the said 
Conunittee.' 

^ The original is in Papers of the ContinenUd Ckmgress, No. 23, folio 5. All bat the 
last paragraph is in the writing of Thomas Jefferson. 



UNHNISHED BUSINESS 

SATURDAY. DECEMBER 23. 1775 

The committee appointed to examine the journal, &c. 
laid before Congress a list of the several matters therein, 
which are yet unfinished. 

The Committee appointed to examine the journals and state what 
business is remains still before Congress unfinished, have agreed to 
the following report 

BopoFt of the pFopoood Artioloo of Conf odcrotion (adjd from Augot 
Iflflt^ 

The Report of the (^nunittee appointed to draw instructions for a 
Committee during Recess of Congress is on the table. 

The Committee was appointed to draw an answer to some ministe- 
rial proclamations have who reported an answer to one of them only. 
The Committoo wao appointed to drow inotFuotiona to Colo iFwin w he 
have not yet FopoFtod. 

Part of the report of the Committee appointed to take into their 
consideration the [state of the Co]lony of Virginia is on the table, 
a repoi*t of the committee appointed to consider the information 
against persons refusing Continental currency is on the table. 
ft Foport from the oamo oonMnittoo who woro aloo inotguotod to eon 
oidoF ftn appliofttion from the Qonvontion of N. YoFh 

the Conunittee was appointed to consider a petition from oundyy in 
for supplying the island of Orenada with lumber who have made no 
report. 

pftFt of ft ropoFt from the Committee of the whole on the trade of the 
United colonies io otill on the table and the Committoo h a o Icftvo te HWt 
have not closed their report. 
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the report of a Committee appointed Nov. 23 to consider certain let- 
ters from Greneral Schuyler is on the table 

the Committee was appointed to consider the petition of Berton whe 
have made no Foport have laid in their Report 

the report of the Committee appointed to confer with the Indians now 
in this city have made no Foport is on the table 
the report Ivmmi of the committee appointed Dec. 18 to consider certain 
other letters from General Schuyler is on the table 

A report from the Committee appointed to prepare a plan for estab- 
lishing expresses is on the table. ^ 

part of a report from -the Committee appointed to confer with mr 
Kirkland is still on the table. 

A Committee appointed Nov. 23 to enquire into certain frauds have 
not made a final report 

the report of the Committee appointed to consider Dow's letter and 
the Indian treaty, and the oubjoet of Indi is still on the table, 
two Brigadier-generals remain to be appointed 
an Information against persons selling tea is yet to be considered.* 
the report of the Commissioners for Indian Affairs in Middle depart- 
ment is on the table 

the report of the Commissioners for Indian affairs in Southern depart- 
ment is on the table 

the report of the Conunittee on Lord Sterlings letter is on the table 
the report of the Committee on the vessel taken in New Hampshire is 
on the table 

the poport of the Committee appointed to repair to Ticonderoga and 
confer with gen Schuyler is on the table. 
a Foport from the same oonimittoo who wofo aloo motguotod 'to eon 
oooary f of supplying The Army (lioo on the t a ble) 
Committee for devising Ways and Moano foF S upplying the Indian 
Nations with Goodo — (Not yet BopoFtod) 

SeBM Mttcc foF enquiring after Virgin Load and Leaden O a F also of 
the Cheapest Method of Making S alt — appointed bofoFe the AdjouFn 
mont (not yet Foportod) 

In Addition to the above there is the following Business unfinished 
Report of the proposed Articles of Confederation — (Reported before 
the last Adjournment) 

*Po8tponed tiU Dr. F can make Enq' 

*To this point the report is in the writing of Thomas Jefferson. The five foUow- 
ing paragraphs are in the writing of Charles Thomson. 
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Report of Secret Committee of Articles Necessary for supplying the 
Army — Qies on the Table) 

Committee for devising Ways and Means for supplying the Indian 
Nations with Goods (not yet reported) 

Committee for inquiring after Virgin Lead, and Leaden Oar also after 
the cheapest method of making Salt (appointed before the Adjourn- 
ment not yet reported) 
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